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NEXT
MEETING

FRIDAY 4TH FEBRUARY
AT 8.00PM
AT
TOORAK UNITING
CHURCH HALL,

603 TOORAK ROAD,
TOORAK

Melway Map 2M, K.7

or Map 58, K.4.

ITEM
OF THE
EVENING

THE ORCHIDS OF SOUTH
EAST QUEENSLAND AND
THEIR HABITAT
by
JOHN ROBERTS
John, who is from
the Border Ranges
of south east Queensland,
will tell us about
the species of this
epiphyte-rich area.

TEN MINUTE
TALK

DELIGHTFUL
DONKEY DIVERSITY
by
MIKE DUNCAN
At this difficult time, the thoughts of all
ANOS Vic members are with our
friends battling the forces of nature.

Devastating floods in Queensland

and other eastern States

and fires in Western Australia.

W
k

Caladenia latifolia (white) photographed by John Varigos.

The Australasian Native Orchid Society promotes the conservation
of native orchids through cultivation and through preservation
of their natural habitat.
All native orchids are protected plants in the wild; their collection is illegal.



http://www.anosvic.org.au

AN.0.8. VICTORIAN GROUP BULLETIN - PAGE 2
DIRECTORY

UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, THE POSTAL ADDRESS OF EVERYONE IN THIS DIRECTORY IS
P.O. BOX 345, CARLTON NORTH 3054.
OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS
President - Michael Duncan 9437-1996(AH) michael.duncan@dse.vic.gov.au
Vice President 1 - Mike Thorne, PO Box 203, Park Orchards 3114. 9873-3742 mgthorne@optusnet.com.au
Vice President 2 - Graham Tootell 9435-7887 toots@netspace.net.au
Secretary - Alison Blackstock 9387-2771 alisonblackstock@gmail.com
Treasurer - Stan Harper 9511-4211 harpstan@hotmail.com
Immediate Past President - Andrew Dilley 9754-2114 awdilley@bigpond.net.au
COMMITTEE (FOUR POSITIONS)

Richard Austin 9802-6824

Ian Maher 9763-0887 ianma(@optusnet.com.au
Wendy Probert 9434-6159(AH) wendy.probert@vu.edu.au

John Varigos 9822-7005 jvarigos@mediclin.com.au

COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE NORMALLY HELD AT MOUNT STREET NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE,
6 MOUNT STREET, GLEN WAVERLEY, AT 7.30PM ON THE WEDNESDAY EVENING FOLLOWING OUR
MONTHLY MEETING. MEMBERS ARE WELCOME.

A.N.O.S. Liaison Officer - Michael Duncan
9437-1996 michael.duncan@dse.vic.gov.au
Conservation Officer - Dick Thomson
9850-9867 richardthomson2@bigpond.com
Cultural Awards Convenor (Epiphytes) - Doug Lee
0411-889-267 glenvac@alphalink.com.au
Cultural Awards Convenor (Terrestrials) - Peter Krake
(03)5825-2778 landpkrake(@netspace.net.au
Epiphyte Study Group - Graham Tootell
9435-7887 toots(@netspace.net.au
Help Table - Doug Lee
0411-889-267 glenvac@alphalink.com.au
Librarian - Andrew Gibbons
9702-6015 (AH) gibbons4@tpg.com.au
New Members Co-ordinator - Richard Austin 9802-6824
Plant Sales Bench Co-ordinator - Alex Wild
9398-2617 alex.wild@optusnet.com.au
Slide Library - Michael Duncan
9437-1996 (AH) michael.duncan@dse.vic.gov.au
Society Sales Table - Stan Harper
9511-4211 harpstan@hotmail.com
Spring Show Co-ordinator - Jeff Walker
9481-4643 walkerjj@internode.on.net
Terrestrial Study Group - Colin Rowan
9747-0404 Colin@RetiredAussies.com
Terrestrial Seed Propagating Group - Dick Thomson
9850-9867 richardthomson2@bigpond.com
Tuber Bank - Andrew Gibbons
9702-6015 (AH) gibbons4@tpg.com.au
Web Master - Andrew Dilley
9754-2114 awdilley@bigpond.net.au
BULLETINPRODUCTION
Editor - Helene Wild, 56 Civic Parade, Seaholme 3018.
9398-2617 helene.wild@optusnet.com.au
Mailing Team Co-ordinators - Bill & Lorna Monette
9560-0859
Printer -Newtone Press, PO Box 253, Vermont 3133.
9874-6152(BH) enquiries@newtone.com.au
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES Mike Thorne, Membership
Secretary, Australasian Native Orchid Society (Victorian
Group) Inc., P.O. Box 203, Park Orchards 3114.
9873-3742 anosmembership@optusnet.com.au

GENERAL ENQUIRIES Alison Blackstock, PO Box 345,
Carlton North 3054.9387-2771 alisonblackstock@gmail.com
DISCLAIMER A.N.O.S. (Victorian Group) Inc. Executive
Committee will not take any responsibility for the results of
action taken on advice or views expressed by any member or
invited speaker at any meeting or exhibition. Views and
opinions expressed by authors of articles within this Bulletin do
not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of A.N.O.S.
(Victorian Group) Inc. Executive Committee. Always seek a
second opinion and/or professional advice.

DISPLAY BENCH ETIQUETTE Please remember that
plants displayed at monthly meetings and shows are private
property. If you want a piece of a plant, including keikis,
flowers, pollen, etc., permission must be obtained from the
owner and he or she must hand it to you personally.
COPYRIGHT All articles and images appearing in the
Bulletin remain the property of A.N.O.S. Victorian Group or the
original owner. A.N.O.S. Victorian Group is happy for any of its
articles, items or images to be used by another orchid society for
a non-profit purpose, providing the society acknowledges the
source and the author.

ELECTRONIC BULLETIN A trial copy of the full colour E-
Bulletin may be requested for assessment. Send a brief message
to the Editor at helene.wild@optusnet.com.au

ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS WHO BECOME UNWELL
Should you fall ill and be temporarily unable to care for your
orchid collection, you are invited to contact a Committee
member. The Committee will then, in consultation with you,
attempt to find someone who is willing to assist with the care of
your orchids.

PHYTOCLEAN KITS To assist in the prevention of the
spread of Phytophthora cinnamomi (Cinnamon Fungus)
between orchid sites, the A.N.O.S. Committee has decided to
provide members with Phytoclean kits, free of charge from the
Society’s conservation funds, for your personal use.

These kits consist of a hand spray and a 500ml bottle of
Phytoclean concentrate. From the concentrate 5 litres of
solution can be made up. This can then be used to spray the soles
of your boots before walking through the bush. This procedure
will be most effective if any dirt is cleaned off the boots before
spraying. If you would like a kit contact Dick Thomson 9850-
9867 richardthomson2(@bigpond.com

BULLETIN CONTRIBUTION DEADLINE - NEXT ISSUE - FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2011
Mail your contribution to Helene Wild, 56 Civic Parade, Seaholme 3018. helene.wild@optusnet.com.au
Articles may be hand written, typed, or submitted in any Word 2007 or Corel Draw X4 format.

Photographs may be sent electronically, but please check each message does not exceed 3MB.

Subscribers to the Electronic Bulletin: If at any time you have not received your E-Bulletin by the end of the week
prior to our normal first Friday of the month meeting night (January excepted),
please send the Editor a brief e-mail message requesting the issue you missed.
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WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS - CONSERVATION AND TERRESTRIAL STUDY GROUP ACTIVITIES
Register by e-mail or telephone. Details required: - registrant’s name, names of others attending, contact telephone number(s),
mobile number(s) for activity day, emergency contact telephone number(s) in case of injury, etc., e-mail address. Register at least
five days prior to the activity. Note that leaders often leave early to check locations and may not be contactable. It is the member's
responsibility to cancel their registration or contact the activity co-ordinator if they are running late for start time. If you haven’t
registered, you won’t be contacted if changes or cancellations occur. Non-registrants risk inconvenience.

TERRESTRIAL CULTIVATION
& SEED PROPAGATION GROUP
SATURDAY 5TH FEBRUARY FROM 1.00PM
at the home of
MARION & DICK THOMSON
2 McGAHY STREET, LOWER TEMPLESTOWE
Melway Map 33, B.9

Activities will include the usual seed sowing and flasking with
some new season seed being available.
The discussion item will be terrestrial potting mix and repotting
of tubers.
Dick Thomson 9850-9867 richardthomson2@bigpond.com

TERRESTRIAL STUDY & CONSERVATION GROUPS
ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING
SUNDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2010 AT 10.00AM
at the home of
COLIN & MISCHA ROWAN
44 CENTENARY AVENUE, KURUNJANG
Melway Map 337, C.6
All members are welcome to come to the joint planning meeting
ofthe above groups.
Elections for the positions of Conservation Group and
Terrestrial Study Group co-ordinators will be held at the meeting
and voted on by those attending.
Come along and have your say about what the Society does this
year - where to go, what to search for, and what to weed, protect
or monitor. Be there to push your project or trip.
If you cannot attend but would like to suggest places to visit,
volunteer as a guide or make known your orchid project, then e-
mail or telephone Dick Thomson or Colin Rowan.
Please bring along your lunch and a small plate to share for
afternoontea. Coffeeand Teaprovided.
Meeting Contacts:
Dick Thomson 9850-9867 richardthomson2@bigpond.com
or Colin Rowan 9747-0404 TSG@retiredaussies.com

EPIPHYTE STUDY GROUP
SUNDAY 6TH FEB
BARBEQUE 12.00 NOON MEETING 2.00PM
at the home of
GEORGE & FRAN BYRNE-DIMOS
12 EXPLORER COURT, VERMONT SOUTH
Melway Map 62, H.8
This month we are once again at the home of George and Fran to
discuss with John Roberts the epiphytes of north New South
Wales in some detail.
Bring any plants along to the meeting that you wish to discuss.
This meeting will also be a planning meeting for 2011. The
lunch barbeque will begin at noon and you need to be self
sufficient for that. Please bring a folding chair and some
afternoon tea to share after the meeting. Tea and coffee
supplied.
Graham Tootell 9435-7887 toots@netspace.net.au

MEETING DATES - 2011
March 4th - Les Nesbitt - Propagation of Spider Orchids

April1st  May6th  June3rd July 1st
August 5th  September 2nd  October 7th
November 4th  December 2nd

(Speakers and topics for April to December
to be advised.)

ANOS VIC START OF YEAR BARBEQUE
SATURDAY 26TH FEBRUARY FROM 11.00AM
at
BANKSIA PARK, HEIDELBERG
(ENTER FROM TEMPLESTOWE ROAD)
Melway Map 32, E.5

Come along and join us for a picnic BBQ lunch by the Yarra
River at Banksia Park. We will try and claim the rotunda in the
park - just follow the left fork at the roundabout.
We'll also be walking distance from the Heidi Art Gallery for
those wishing to wander over during the afternoon.
As usual, please bring everything you need, including food,
drink, plates, cutlery, glasses and a folding chair.
Please Note: This event will be cancelled if the forecast is
>35°C orthe day is declared a Total Fire Ban.

ORCHID CONSERVATION WORKSHOP,
MELBOURNE - SATURDAY 30TH JULY
Speakers will be: Mark Chase, Salvatore Cozzolino, Anne
Gasket, Hans Jacquemyn, Jana Jersakova, Steve Johnson,
Alexander Kocyan, Carlos Lehnebach, Mariana Mondragon,
Emerson Pansarin, Anton Pauw, David Read, Florian Schiestl,
Marc-André Selosse, Jyotsna Sharma, Rodrigo Singer, Dorset

Trapnell, Nicholas Vereecken.
For further information please contact Dick Thomson at
richardthomson2@bigpond.com

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME AT ALL
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP ACTIVITIES

COMMUNICATIONS COLUMN

NEW MEMBERS The Society has much pleasure in
welcoming: Bill & Judy Ashcroft - Tatura, Michael & Zoe
Drobski - Sydenham, Stephen Fretwell - Berwick, Dave &
Regina Horsell - Mount Gambier SA, Nigel Jenkins -
Blackburn South, Gary Leete - Park Orchards, Rosemary &
Bert McFarlane - Canterbury, Sean Spence - Melton West,
Freya Thomas - Thornbury, Paul Tyerman - Kippax, ACT
CULTURALCERTIFICATES-5THNOVEMBER 2010
TCC267 IanRadford - Phaius tankervilleae
CULTURALCERTIFICATES -3RD DECEMBER 2010
TCC264 Malcolm Thomas - Diuris drummondii

TCC265 Nette Meggetto - Malaxis latifolia (Dienia ophrydis)
TCC266 Nette Meggetto - Liparis spectabilis (Stichorkis
spectabilis)

ECC431 Sarcochilus falcatus x Plectochilus erecta - Michael
Breuer

ECC432 Peristerchilus Olive Grace - Barbara Duncan
ECC433 Sarcochilus Hot Ice x (Heartlight x Fitzhart) - Jeanne
Dunn

ECC434 Cymbidium suave - Marion Thomson

ECC435 Sarcochilus Melba - Jeanne Dunn
BABYNEWS-AN EARLY CHRISTMAS PRESENT
Congratulations to Phil
and Irene Ritchie whose
first grandchild, Mason
Carter Rodriguez Ritchie,
was born on the 21st of |=
December. Mother,
Estephanie, and son are
doing well and father,
Brendan, is very proud.
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SMILE PLEASE - SAY TURKEYYYYYYY!

Photographs by Colin Rowan.

It has become an ANOS Vic tradition that, at our December meeting, Cultural Certificates and Awards won at our Spring Show have
been presented by the President of our Society. Allin attendance enjoyed a delicious supper and were given an epiphytic seedling.

Mike with Malcolm Thomas who is the
inaugural winner of the Helen Richards
Prize for Best Cultivated Terrestrial
Hybrid. Malcolm will hold the
Perpetual Trophy (a framed botanical
drawing by Collin Woolcock)
until our Spring Show.

ANOS Vic President, Mike Duncan,
presenting Paul Piko with the prize for
Best Field Orchid Photographic Exhibit
at the Society’s 2010 Spring Show.
Note: Paul’s winning photograph was
featured on page 1 of the Society’s
Bulletin - November 2010.

Mike again. This time with Helen
Richards who won the Phil Mims
Prize for Best Cultivated Terrestrial
Species. Helen will enjoy having this
Perpetual Trophy (another botanical
drawing by Collin Woolcock) hung at
home until Show time 2011.

All major prize winners are presented with a small carving of the Calochilus richiae logo that appears on the front cover of the
ANOS Vic Bulletin. We were disappointed that Stan Hill (inaugural winner of the Gerald McCraith Prize for Best Cultivated
Epiphytic Hybrid) and Wayne Turville (winner of the Bill Murdoch Prize for Best Cultivated Epiphytic Species)
were unable to attend the meeting and be officially presented with their carvings and perpetual trophies.

E-MAIL TO THE EDITOR

have given it some amusing nicknames, such as, the viper
orchid. While I started out trying to use the ANOS basic
mix, I could not master it so this and other Pterostylis and
Diuris are grown in a soil-less mix (milled sphagnum peat
moss) with a little added perlite and fertilized regularly
during growth with 100-150 ppm nitrogen.

My best,

David Mellard - Atlanta, Georgia, USA

Dear Helene,

I’ve been a member of ANOS Victoria for many years and enjoy
immensely reading the articles about Australia’s native orchids,
particularly the terrestrials, and reading about the field trips. I started
growing several terrestrials about ten years ago and after some trial
and error learned to grow some of the easier Pterostylis and Diuris.
Even though it’s probably the easiest Pterostylis to grow, I thought
some of your members might enjoy seeing a pot of Pterostylis curta 3
with 96 flowers and 25 buds and another 46 emerging inflorescences. T £ A
This pot was entered in the 2008 Southeastern Flower Show in — -

Atlanta, Georgia (USA) where it was awarded Best in Show and Best
Species from the SFS, a gold medal from the National Garden Club,
and a Certificate of Cultural Excellence from the American Orchid
Society. Many tubers have been shared with numerous people who
found this unusual and rare (for the US) orchid appealing. Friends

This magnificent hardwood carving of ANOS Vic’s logo is
the work of an Indonesian carver. Each year, it will be
present at our Spring Show, and will enhance our display
whenever the Society participates at other events.

Many thanks to Phil Richie who organised this sculpture
during one of his many visits to Indonesia.
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LAST MEETING - 3RD DECEMBER 2010

Helene Wild from information supplied by Malcolm Wells.

Malcolm Wells, an ANOS Vic member from Hobart, gave a
PowerPoint presentation Tasmania’s Endemic Orchids, with
special emphasis on the importance of native grasslands.
Tasmania is home to approximately 220 native orchid species,
about one third of which are endemic to that state. More than 30
of those species are listed as Critically Endangered or
Endangered under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995.
Many of the endangered species are endemic to Tasmania, while
others are at their southern extremity of distribution.

Caladenia angustata (left) is found only in the north but is
often confused with the widely spread C. gracilis (right).

C. atrochila (left) is only found in the north west and C.
tonellii (right) only from the type location in the north.

C. campbellii (left) is only found on the north-west coast, but
it is often confused with C. alata (right) that is common in
coastal and near coastal areas to a height of 300m.

C. alpina (left) is common in highland areas. Most records of
C. cracens (right) are from lowland areas to 500m.

C. sylvicola (left) is found on the Mt. Wellington foothills and
C. dienema (right) on the bleak, windswept north west coast.

C. echidnachila (left) is common in the south east while
C. patersonii (right) is from near coastal areas in the north.
5 L

C. helvina (left) is found in summer at higher altitudes.
Calochilus herbaceus (right) is widespread in lowland areas,
except for much of the east coast.

Chiloglottis gunnii (left) is widespread and common,
occurring mainly in coastal and near coastal areas with most
records in the south east. It is apparently absent from the east
and north-east.

Diuris lanceolata (right) occurs in the Arthur River region and
between Stanley and Smithton in the north-west, but it is
possible that it occurs elsewhere in that area.
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Prasophyllum amoenum (left) is known only from a small
population in the type locality at Mt. Wellington.
P. alpinum (right) also occurs on Mt. Wellington in addition
to other alpine and subalpine parts of Tasmania.

P. favonium (left) occurs only on the west coast.
P. pulchellum (right) is uncommon and known from widely
scattered populations in the north and south.

Thelymitra polychroma (left) is known from only windswept
coastal lowland on the north and west coasts.
T. holmesii (right) is from the north coast.

Both T spadicea (left) and T. aggericola (right)
occur in coastal areas of the north-west.

P incurvum (left), is from highland and subalpine regions.
P, incorrectum (right), yet another lovely leek orchid.

Corunastylis nudiscapa (left) was listed as extinct in 1854.
The 60 plants were found two years ago
at the time of rediscovery.
Pterostylis atriola (right) was listed as critically endangered,
but thousands of them can appear in a good year.

T sparsa (left) is found at Snug Plains and the Wellington
Range. It is probably restricted to higher altitudes.
Endemic to Tasmania, Townsonia viridis (right) is quite
common myrtle forests in the western half of the state.
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The second part of Malcolm’s presentation featured Tasmania’s
native grasslands.

There are two main lowland native grasses, namely the lowland
Silver Tussock Grass, Poa labillardierei, and the lowland
Kangaroo Grass, Themeda triandra. Both grasses are often
found associated with light woodlands were other herbs, such
as lilies, daisies and orchids, occupy the inter-tussock spaces.
Many of Tasmania’s listed plant species are found in these areas
of native grassland. However, it is often impossible to
determine which grasslands are natural; those that may be the
result of burning by indigenous people over the last 40,000
years; those that are the result historic severe climactic events;
and those that have developed as a result of post-European
settlement land management practices.

This early painting by colonial artist, John Glover,
of Mills Plains with mountains in the distance,
shows a landscape managed by indigenous people.

It was a combination of the already existing native grasslands,
and the availability of cheap convict labour, that gave Tasmania
a wealth of colonial buildings on extensive acreages during the
early years of European settlement. Tasmania’s famous fine
merino wool industry has traditionally grazed on native

grasslands.

Since white settlement, 90% of Themeda triandra and 80% of
Poa labillardierei has been lost. The major causes for these
losses are development of agricultural land, including cropping
following downturn in fine wool, tree farming, urbanisation,
weed invasion (mainly gorse and serrated tussock) and the
decrease in the use of fire as a management tool.

Caladenia anthracina, Prasophyllum tunbridgense, P.
incorrectum, P. olidum, P. taphanyx, Pterostylis commutata, P.
cucullata, P. rubenachii, P. wapstreorum, P. ziegeleri, T.
imbricata are all listed as being either endangered, critically
endangered or vulnerable.

Milford, a private property in the south east, was settled in the
1800s. These days, Hobart Airport and many surrounding
commercial areas occupy what was once part of the property. It
is covered in Bursaria-Acacia scrub and lowland sedgey
grassland.

Milford, in the south-east, was settled in the early 1800s.

A number of rare species occur in one particular area of
Milford. The well drained sandy loam is covered with Acacia
and Eucalyptus viminalis, and the dominant ground species is
Lomandra longifolia. ~ After many years, there is a

management plan in place, and the main area has been fenced to
minimise animal grazing. Orchid species include Caladenia
caudata, C. saggicola and Prasophyllum milfordense, as well
as avariety of Corybas, Diuris and Thelymitra species.

. b AR
i 2 A i e e R

Tunbridge Lagoon in the Tasmanian Midlands.
At the Tunbridge Lagoon grasslands, searchers may find
Prasophyllum tunbridgense and Pterostylis wapstreorum, the
latter only occurring in a few places in native grasslands. Other
native flora to be seen in this area are the rare Grassland Paper
Daisy and Midland Buttercup.

Also in the Tasmanian Midlands is the Campbelltown
Cemetery where Prasophyllum taphanyx and Pterostylis
ziegelri occur. The cemetery is managed by well-meaning
volunteers, but there have been a few “orchid accidents” there.
A rare Spider Caladenia, several threatened Leek Orchids and
some Sun Orchids are found on the Campbelltown Golf
Course. This property is well managed, and staff are aware of
(and proud of) the orchids in their care.

Malcolm Wells has had a long term passion for the orchids of
Tasmania, and is a member of the Tasmanian Threatened
Orchid Action Group (only formed a few years ago). In fact, so
great is Malcolm’s commitment to conservation, that he
instructed our Treasurer to cancel the cheque covering his flight
expenses and requested ANOS Vic use that money for our
conservation program.

THE GOOD BUG BOOK 2ND EDITION
Llewellyn, R. (Editor) 2002
Containing information about all the biological pest control
organisms that can be bought off the shelf in Australia and New
Zealand from members of Australasian Biological Control.
Topics include descriptions of each beneficial organism and its
life cycle, pest control, parasite and predator management and
compatibility of beneficial organisms with various pesticides.
17 life-cycle illustrations and 98 colour photographs
Paperback. 110 pages. $30.00 plus postage.
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE NATIVE ORCHIDS
OF AUSTRALIA Jones, David L. 2006
A comprehensive guide to every native species, sub-species
and natural hybrid of native orchids. Name changes are
crossed referenced in the comprehensive index. There are
descriptions, distribution data, habitat details and notes for
1304 taxa of Australian orchids arranged in 193 genera.
Terrestrial and epiphytic orchids are treated in separate
sections. Approximately 1400 colour photographs and
approximately 200 black and white illustrations.
Hardcover. 496 pages. $60.00 plus postage.
ORDERS: Australian Orchid Foundation: Ph: (03) 5627-6303
ublications@australianorchidfoundation.org.au


http://publications@australianorchidfoundation.org.au

Commentator: Doug Lee

SPECIES

Bulbophullum

bracteatum

sp. (PNG)

Cymbidium

canaliculatum

madidum

suave

Dendrobium

lichenastrum

prenticei

Dockrillia chordiformis (PNG)
Plectorrhiza tridentata
Sarcochilus

australis (green)

ceciliae

olivaceus

HYBRIDS

Peristerchilus Olive Grace
Sarcochilus
falcatus x Plectorrhiza erecta
Fitzhart
Fitzhart x Heidi
HotIce x (First Light x Fitzhart)
Kate
Lois
Melbax (Hot Ice X fitzgeraldii)
Melbax Plectorrhiza tridentata
(Rachael x Cherie) x fitzgeraldii
Snowhart x Fiery
Zoex Fizzy Dove

Dendrobium lichenastrum
benched by Marion Thomson
with photo by Colin Rowan.
Dendrobium lichenastrum and

D. prenticei are very similar
species, both displaying small
flowers that are borne singly
from the rootstock near the
base of arecently mature leaf.
The fleshy dark green leaves of
D. lichenastrum are prostrate
and, in most cases, nearly
circular in shape. D. prenticei
has erect and cyndrical to terete
leaves. The flowers are much
alike in both species and can be
white, cream or pink, usually
adorned with fine red stripes
and a prominent yellow to
orange labellum.

Plants should be mounted onto
a suitable host and require
shade, high humidity and
excellentairmovement. Water

regularly.

AN.O.8. VICTORIAN GROUP BULLETIN - PAGE 8
ON THE BENCH - EPIPHYTES -3RD DECEMBER 2010

Recorder: Helene Wild Photographers: Ivan Margitta, Colin Rowan, John Varigos
One of the exciting things about our December meetings is that we normally get to see the three
Australian Cymbidium species - C. canaliculatum, C. madidum and C. suave - benched together.
These plants, that have slender pseudobulbs, long narrow leaves, and flowers that are produced
on short to long racemes, can become quite bulky. Flower shape is similar to those of many
exotic cymbidiums, but those of our Aussie species are very much smaller and daintier than the

The flowers of Dendrobium canaliculatum

are very variable in colour and markings.
This photo, of one of the three plants

benched at this meeting, is by John Varigos.

C. canaliculatum is a species of Australia’s
northern regions, being found in the
Kimberley region of Western Australia,
Melville Island, parts of the mainland in the
Northern Territory, and from the Hunter River
in New South Wales to Cape York in Far North
Queensland. It is a widespread and common
species in drier forests and woodlands, its
range extending into inland regions on the
western slopes of the Great Dividing Range
and adjacent inland plains. Plants are seen on
old trees where their extensive root and
rhizome systems extend deep into the
decaying heartwood of the host tree. Daughter
plants (rhizome offshoots) emerge from
fissures in the host tree, often metres away
from the original clump. Leaves are rigid,
thick, curved and deeply channelled. The
fragrant flowers are extremely variable both in
colour and pattern, examples of this variation
were the three plants benched by lan Maher
and Phil Ritchie.

“dinner plate” size hybrid blooms that proliferate at judged orchid shows.

Marion Thomson’s Cymbidium suave.
Photo by John Varigos.
C. suave is found from Bega in the south east
of New South Wales to Cooktown in
Queensland. This widespread and common
species is found in moist forests growing on
large old trees or in old decaying tree stumps in
cleared paddocks. The plant’s extensive
rhizome and root system penetrates deep into
the decaying heartwood of its host tree and,
similar to C. canaliculatum, offshoots from
the original plant emerge through hollows and
cracks in the trunk and limbs. C. suave leaves
are flat and strap-shaped, and its arching to
pendulous racemes carry from 5 to 50 light
green, brownish green or dark green sweetly
fragrant flowers.

Cymbidium madidum - individual flower by John Varigos, overall view by Ivan Margitta.
C. madidum is found from the Hastings River in New South Wales northward to Cape York.
Another widespread species, it is found in rainforests and swamps, and also in moister areas in
open forest where the rainfall is high. It grows as an epiphyte on trees (particularly paperbarks)
that have thick fibrous bark; as a lithophyte on rocks, boulders and cliff faces; and as a terrestrial
in sandy soil in littoral rainforests. Plants can reach more than two metres across, have long
strappy leaves, and the green to brownish flowers are carried on long pendulous racemes.
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One of Jeanne Dunn’s exhibits, a well flowered
Sarcochilus australis, was purchased two years ago
from a nursery on the New South Wales south coast.
Flowers of this species can be green, yellowish
green or greenish brown. Jeanne’s plants (two
mounted on a raft) carried pendulous racemes of
grass green blooms with bright white labella, the
side-lobes of which were striped in purple. A most
attractive combination!

As 1 have written many times previously, S
australis s fussy in cultivation. It can appear to be
in perfect health one day ... and dead the next. Air
movement appears to be crucial, and the longest
lived plants are those that are housed in very breezy,
even windy, positions. This species can do
reasonably well tied to a live Prickly Currant bush
(it can be in a pot) or on a mount of sufficient length
to accommodate the (very) long root run. Be
constantly on the alert for caterpillars that are
strongly attracted to S. australis. Theylove ‘em!

ON THE BENCH - TERRESTRIALS -3RD DECEMBER 2010

Commentator: Dick Thomson Recorder: Malcolm Thomas

fg’;g;lsr;:;g%g:(PN G) Because some te}*r§:strial growers
Malaxis latifolia have definite opinions regarding
Paracaleana minor taxonomy, species have b.een
Prerostylis listed acco.rdlng.to their
cheatophera . .bencl.llng shp S .
maxima This practice will continue uqt{l the
petrosa herbaria come to a final decision
Thelymitra hatchii (NZ) about proposed name changes.

Malaxis latifolia benched by Nette Meggetto
with photo by Ivan Margitta.

Malaxis latifolia is a deciduous terrestrial species that occurs in
Queensland (widespread in rainforests, along protected stream
banks in open forest and sometimes close to low-lying swampy
areas), the Northern Territory (where, in 1993, a single population of
27 plants was last recorded in a wet, spring-fed rainforest near
Munmarlary), New Guinea, Indonesia, Malaysia and India to Japan.
Plants are robust, have thick and fleshy stems that can grow to a
height of 20cm, usually with only one new flowering stem but,
occasionally, with two. The leaves are shiny, pleated, bright green
and are from 7cm to 15cm long. The wiry, brittle flower stem is
multi-flowered and variable in length from 15cm to 30cm. Flowers
are miniscule (to Smm long), greenish, brown, reddish or purplish.
Because it is a tropical species, Nette Meggetto grows her Malaxis
latifolia in a heated house at a minimum temperature of 18°C.
Throughout its growing range, it flowers for almost nine months of
the year. Thisis probably the first time this species has been benched
atone of our meetings. (See e-mail from John Varigos on page 10.)

Photographers: Ivan Margitta, John Varigos, Alex Wild

Nette Meggetto’s
Liparis spectabilis.
The inflorescence (left)
was photographed by Ivan
Margitta and the close-up
(below) by John Varigos.

Nette also benched a
large pot of Liparis
spectabilis a PNG
species that )
certalnly lived up to its name. Although the 1nd1V1dua1
fire-engine red and orange flowers are small, an
inflorescence of several dozen flowers is spectacular.
Unlike some of its close relatives, this one doesn’t smell
offensive. As it also comes from the tropics, Nette grows
this plant at a minimum temperature of 18°C.
Editor: As I have not seen L. spectabilis benched
previously at an ANOS Vic meeting, I looked it up on
Google and in Orchids of New Guinea by Andrée Millar.
According to the few references I found, it seems that
Nette could have placed her plant on either the epiphyte or
the terrestrial benches. That is because the species grows
in epiphytic colonies on big branches in the forest (up to
100 metres elevation), but it also occurs in collected
humus among the rocks above rivers.

(See e-mail from John Varigos on page 10.)

There is limited time at meetings for plant
commentaries and photography, so do not be
disappointed if your orchid is not featured in these
reports. Its omission has nothing to do
with the quality of your plant.
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Pterostylis maxima grown by Dick
Thomson with photo by John Varigos.
Several pots of rufa group Pterostylis
(Oligochaetochilus spp.) were benched.
At this time of year, the mix must be as dry
as a bone, otherwise the tubers will rot off.
A good indication that you should cease
watering is when the rosette of leaves at
the base of the flower stem starts to dry.
The leaves will take on a papery
appearance and will gradually turn from
green to an ecru, tan or light brownish

colour.
As watering times are crucial, this type of
greenhood can be difficult to cultivate.

Dick Thomson’s Paracaleana minor
was photographed by Alex Wild.

Dick Thomson benched a magnificent pot of
Paracaleana minor - about ten stems of extremely
small bright green flowers. They are not easy to
grow, but Dick seems to have no problems.
Helen Richards benched a pot of Thelymitra hatchii -
from New Zealand, of course. The flowers were
closed, but Helen brought in magnifying glasses and
gave permission to members to physically open the
flowers so they could see the details. This species
was grown from seed by the Terrestrial Cultivation
and Seed Propagation Group.
Diuris drummondii, from Western Australia, is the
tallest of all the Diuris. In the wild, it reaches up to
one metre in height, and several of the cultivated
plants benched at this meeting attained that height or
better. A very impressive sight. As its tubers
multiply, so the species will be seen in the Tuber Bank
listings fairly regularly.

DESPERATELY TRYING
TO KEEP UP WITH THE
LATEST TAXONOMY

HiHelene,

I checked the names and
locales for the two plants that
Nette benched at the December
meeting.

Liparis spectabilis is from
New Guinea — Kew says that
this name is a synonym and
that the accepted name is now
Stichorkis spectabilis.

The other plant she brought in
has also undergone a name
change — David Jones and
Mark Clements renamed
Malaxis latifolia as Dienia
montana, and it appears in
David’s latest book under that
name. But the Kew checklist
says that this name is “nomen
superfluum” (name
superfluous) and that a prior
name has precedence. The
accepted name for this species
is now Dienia ophrydis. 1t is
widespread across tropical and
subtropical Asia from southern
China in the west through to
PNG, Queensland and New
Caledonia in the Pacific.

Hope this helps.

John Varigos.

(Received by e-mail.)

DOUG & VICKI LEE HOST THE ESG’S END OF YEAR BARBEQUE

Last December’s Epiphyte Study Group meeting was held at the
home of Doug and Vicki Lee and, on a pleasant sunny afternoon for
our annual Christmas break-up barbeque. During the afternoon we
distributed amongst our members, seedlings from several Dockrillia

flasks.

There was no formal topic of discussion, but we did talk about some
ofthe plants that we had mounted earlier in the year. The only formal
duty of the get together was the election of a 2011 Convenor, and
Graham Tootell was duly nominated and elected.

Thank you to Doug and Vicki for your hospitality on the day; it was

Stan Hill (right) couldn’t be at the December general meeting, so
Stan Harper (left) presented him with his prize at this get-together.

Graham Tootell
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GRAMPIANS AND SURROUNDS

Reiner Richter

This was my first big trip with my new
car, which I’d had for three days, and my
new macro lens which arrived the day 1
was leaving; so now all I needed was
some interesting things to photograph.
No doubt this two-day ANOS trip would
complete the trio.

A total of 17 eager people started out at
the first stop, guided by Lorraine
Melville on her Orchid Lane Cottages
bushland property. Almost immediately
we were tantalised by some Orthoceras
strictum (Horned Orchids) in bud — so
close to seeing this uncommon orchid in
flower. Next we were shown some Small Duck-orchids (Sullivania minor), then some more;
and we had to watch where we put our huge feet so we did not stand on these delicate little
ducks. Colin Rowan used his eyes well and spotted a rare S. disjuncta (Grampians Duck-
orchid); a new location for this species. Also sighted were unidentified Microtis species,
Calochilus robertsonii and Caladenia cucullata.

Next we headed towards the Grampians via a 'Dry Weather Only' track. The first stop
contained many Sullivania minor, including several apomictic forms. The latter were mostly
just coming out, so it was even a surprise to our guide who thought there would only be one or
two.

Our next spot was a mostly dry swampy area where we were shown a large colony of
Microtidium atratum (Yellow Onion Orchid) — we didn't have to line up for these as there were
plenty to go around for all photographers. Nearby was a good colony of Caleana major (Large
Duck orchids - I think they are cool), a few sun-orchids still out (including Thelymitra
holmesii) as well as some more scattered Sullivania disjuncta. Unfortunately, as is
increasingly common west of Melbourne, the African exotic orchid Disa bracteata also
popped its head up (flower spikes were dutifully bagged and all the tubers removed).

Our first rufa group Pterostylis for the trip, P. aciculiformis (Slender Ruddyhood) ended our
first day. I think seeing four different duck-orchids on the same day was an achievement for
the organisers.

The second day started with us heading into the recently expanded Deep Lead Nature
Conservation Reserve, along a road I had not previously known about. Prasophyllum
maccannii (Inland Leek-orchid) greeted us in the morning sunshine. Apparently they were in
good numbers compared to recent years, so it’s gratifying to see them still doing well despite
their proximity to farmland.

Alittle hop along the road, and we were informed to keep an eye out for Pterostylis setifera. 1
think Wendy Probert was about the only person find it, as she seemed to find all the flowering
plants. Ihad only seen one of these before, and was not able to get a good photo then, so I spent Pterostylis aciculiformis.
some time and tried really hard with my new equipment to get something decent. This ended
up being more difficult than I thought as, when I got home to look at the photos, the depth-of-
field for most of them was just too shallow. Iftime permits, setting up a tripod and closing the
aperture more may have helped.

At Illawarra Nature Conservation Reserve, there were numerous Pterostylis maxima and P.
pusilla scattered about; the former had more buds to come so we only just got the start of their
flowering season here.

The final stop for the trip was at the reserve near Lake Fyans. I was at the lake the evening

Far Left: Sullivania minor.
Left: Sullivania minor
(apomictic form).
Above: Sullivania disjuncta.
Below: Caleana major.

Prasophyllum maccannii.
before, trying unsuccessfully to
photograph dragonflies in a gale;
and back in the morning watching
seagulls picking off newly emerged
insects from the tops of shrubs.

The first species to keep us busy
were numerous Thelymitra
megcalyptra, though mostly just

P

T helymtra holmesii. Pterostylis setifera.



AN.O.8. VICTORIAN GROUP BULLETIN - PAGE 12

past their prime they still
looked great, even if their
scientific name is a bit of a
tongue-twister. Then, in what
seemed like randomly
wandering about the bush, we
found Diuris daltonii (recently
separated from D. punctata).
These large-flowering
Donkey-orchids usually
photograph well and I was glad
mine turned out okay as I didn't

e i

take many photos. Also seen

Thelymitra megcalyptra. Caladenia villosissima.

here were Prasophyllum sp. species for the first time, and 1 think most participants enjoyed themselves and saw interesting
aff. odoratum and Caladenia  things. We couldn't have hoped for better weather. Special thanks to Margaret and Ivan Margitta
villosissima. for organising the trip, and Colin and Mischa Rowan for their additional legwork on the days
On this trip I saw several leadingup to the trip.

TERRESTRIAL CUP WEEKEND THE FOREST FLOOR
IN EAST GIPPSLAND Irene Ritchie

Day 1
Reporter: Clarice Montgomery.
Photographer: Mike Duncan.
Almost all members arrived at Cann
River on the Friday, some staying at
the old pub. Built in 1927 from the
salvage of the wrecked ship Riverina -
hence the lovely staircase and
interesting doors and old photos.
On Saturday morning we drove east.
A very long convoy interspersed with
speeding holiday makers, and Dick
Thompson bringing up the rear so that
we couldn't stray.
The first site, a very gravelly one,
revealed a beautiful crop of
herbaceous Calochilus and a few C.
paludosus, making it easy for we
novices to make comparisons. Blue
and white Thelymitra, Caleana major
and beautiful wild flowers creating
nature’s garden.
Growing on a steep bank at site 2 were
Prasophyllum (I've forgotten the
name) but they were tall and
impressive!!  Higher up, for those
who could climb the bank, were
Diuris sulphurea, Lyperanthus
suaveolens, caladenias and a rare
spider orchid.
Site 3 was off in the opposite
direction. Bill Kosky led us right into
the middle of nowhere - a burnt site on
aridge. How do you find these places
Bill? What a plethora of wildflowers,
with new growth on the eucalypts
making the perfect backdrop. This
was a rewarding site orchidwise -
Arachnorchis, Lyperanthus, Diuris,
Caladenia ,Caleana and Thelymitra
as well as a surprising clump of a very
healthy hybrid, possibly Diuris
sulphurea x orientis.  Other eyes
possibly saw much more than I did!
Thank you to all the leaders for
sharing so much with us.

Cann River - 3rd November 2010

Low beneath our earthly tread,
Below the trunks of wood now dead,
Under leaves and bracken fed,

A tiny flower turns its head.

Waiting in the forest canopy,
With twirling vines and a stumpy tree,
Amidst the fire stains momentarily,
Lie silky colours fragrantly.

The wind is blowing in an arc,
The rain is strong and very stark,
The lyre bird sings and then the lark,
As seeds from flowers gently park.

The sounds of cicadas fill the air,
The rabbit pops its head from its lair,
The ants drink nectar with never a care,
As cascading orchids outwardly stare.

: . . The woods are dark with grasses high,
Above: Thelymitra malvina. The clouds grow grey and fill the sky,
Below: Prasophllum appendiculatum. Roots are thick and gnarled and dry,

While a sun orchid glistens and insects fly.

Columns long coloured red and green,
Hairy beards hardly to be seen,
Leeks and donkeys alive with sheen,
And tiny ducks and Sarcochilus glean.

It's fun to lie on the forest floor,
Taking in sky, clouds and more,
The height of trees, the leaves so raw
People delight in the orchids they explore.

The thrill of the hunt, the surprising find,
Microtis, Thelymitra, the flowers spellbind,
Striolatum on the rocks, pretty and refined,

Framed with colour and beauty defined.

Happiness requires courage, perseverance,
persistence, fortitude, bravery, boldness,
valour, vigour, concentration, solidity,
substance, nerve, pluck, spunk, tenacity,
willpower, energy and a good Thesaurus.
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THE EPIPHYTE CUP WEEKEND TRIP TO EAST GIPPSLAND

Graham Tootell
with photos by Jeanne Dunn and Graham Tootell

This year the Epiphyte Study Group set off to Bemm River over
the Melbourne Cup long weekend. It proved to be a very
productive weekend in terms of orchids, and it was also an
enjoyable social event.

We were based at Bemm River and were guided for the
weekend by Ted Potter, a retired teacher, who has an excellent
knowledge of the local environment and its orchids.

Saturday we started at the WOW orchid nursery owned by
Garry and Jenny Watts. Garry is an Environmental Officer
with the local shire, has an excellent knowledge of the orchids
of this region, and his nursery is a very productive one with an
excellent range of healthy plants. (WOW are able to courier
plants to Melbourne.) After some discussion about cultivation
and conservation in the general area, we moved on to meet Ted
who took us to a site on the Broadribb River where we saw
some excellent specimens of Pterostylis baptistii ... and several
million mossies.

Plectorrhiza tridentata.
So, after that brief stop, we moved to a location north-west of
Orbost, through state forest and nearly to the Snowy River
National Park boundary. At around 220 metres elevation and
above a tributary of the Snowy River, we found a very large
colony of Plectorrhiza tridenta. We were all absolutely
amazed that, not only were the plants in flower, but this healthy
colony was huge, with some plant groups hanging well over
five or six meters. The degree of flowering was prolific and the
species did not appear to be host specific. Indeed, we found
specimens growing as lithophytes on granite. The whole area
was extremely humid, so much so that the windscreens of the
cars suffered from heavy condensation as we entered the area.

A rope to hang onto steadied us
as we scrambled down the escarpment.

In order to observe some of the plants, a rope steadied us as we
scrambled down the side of the escarpment.

o<

L J

Sarcochilus australis.

Our next stop was at Youngs Falls north of Orbost to search for
Sarcochilus australis. Whilst the area around the Falls proved
too barren for S. australis, anearby area of Prickly Currant Bush
had some healthy plants attached; and several of these plants
were carrying flowering racemes (some with multiple racemes).
This area was also loaded with Caladenia and Diuris plants.
After this site, it was time to head back to camp for a barbeque
and some wide ranging conversation.

Sunday saw a fairly early start, and we were joined by Di
Crooks, an ANOS Vic member from Lakes Entrance. We
travelled north to Cann River to look for more Sarcochilus
australis which we found in abundance, with healthy large
colonies of flowering plants growing in well lit, humid areas
with good air flow.
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From Cann River, we moved north to Genoa Peak where, after
lunch, we tackled the walk to the peak in search of Dockrillia
stiolata and Dendrobium speciosum. It was evident that thereisa
lot of Dockrillia striolata growing on the granite outcrops, but all
signs of Dendrobium speciosum were long gone - whether from
the drought or collectors is anyone’s guess.

After the peak, we headed back to the Genoa River where, high on
a south-west facing granite outcrop overlooking the river, we
found a large colony of D. speciosum in flower - one of the
highlights of the trip.

The combined epiphyte and terrestrial groups
enjoyed dinner at the pub.
We then moved to Mallacoota to meet up with the terrestrial
group for a well earned dinner at the pub.
On Monday Doug Lee, Jeanne Dunn and I ventured into New

South Wales in search of Sarcochilus falcatus. Earlier in the
day, I had visited Genoa Falls to look for Dockrillia striolata
and, whilst some plants still survive, they are nowhere as
prolific as they have been in past years.

Sarcochilus falcatus.

Once we reached the start of the rainforest walk on Maxwells
Track, we descended into the fern gully where we found some
Sarcochilus falcatus high in the overstory, but the area was
very dry and had been heavily damaged by recent storms. Itis
now very open. The best specimens of Sarcochilus australis
and Plectorrhiza tridenta were actually on branches of a large
gum that had blown over, thus opening a large area in the
middle of the fern gully.

Overall the trip was a productive, satisfying experience with
great plants and company. My thanks to Jim Laurent and,
especially, Ted Potter for his time and knowledge.

A PRE-CHRISTMAS TRIP TO THE HIGH COUNTRY

Twelve members found
time to avoid the pre-
Christmas madness and
enjoy orchids in the high
country; although the
weather proved to be a
challenge as rain fell over
most of the weekend. We
had hoped to see many sun
orchids, but the weather
ensured that those flowers
were tightly closed.

For those who withstood
the weather, we saw lots of
orchids. The snow plains
were saturated with Diuris
monticola, every colour
form of Prasophyllum
sphacelatum, as well as
small numbers of
Pterostylis sp. aff.
cycnocephela. The grassy
woodlands provided a
greater variety of orchid
species with Caladenia
alpina and C. gracilis,
although C. montana had
finished flowering. The
wooded areas also held
many prasophyllums
including Prasophyllum
fitzgeraldii, P. sp. aff.
odoratum and more P
tadgellianum.  As usual,

Corunastylis arrecta.

table.

Dick Thomson with photographs by Neil Anderton

Pterostylis monticola was flowering in
most areas and, just down the road,
there was a population of P. decurva.

Two special treats were the high
numbers of Corunostylis arrecta
flowering at several locations, many of
them growing within plants of a
prostrate Baeckea sp., and a few plants
of Calochilus therophilus in full flower.
To top off the weekend, three members
managed to add trout to their dinner

= TN

Thelymitra alpina.



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 1
	Page 2

