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NEXT MEETING
FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER AT 8.OOPM

Venue open at 7.00pm for set-up, benching and inspecting plants, Sales Table, Library and socialising.
For insurance purposes, please sign our attendance book as you enter the hall. 

GLEN WAVERLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
700 WAVERLEY ROAD, GLEN WAVERLEY

Melway Map 71 / C4/5  (Opposite Allen Street)
Entry / Parking:  Central Reserve - Community Centre / Bowling Club, 

west from Springvale Road.

ITEM OF THE EVENING
WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S SUPERB SUN ORCHIDS

by
ANDREW BROWN

The Australasian Native Orchid Society promotes the conservation 
of native orchids through cultivation and through preservation of their natural habitat.

All native orchids are protected plants in the wild; their collection is illegal.
Always seek permission before entering private property.

Dendrobium gracilicaule
photographed by John Varigos.



BULLETIN CONTRIBUTION 
DEADLINE - NEXT ISSUE

FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 2019
 Mail your contribution to Helene Wild,

 56 Civic Parade, Altona 3018.   editor@anosvic.org.au 
Articles may be hand written, typed, or submitted in  

Word or Corel Draw X8 format.  
Photographs may be sent electronically, 

but please check each message does not exceed 3MB.
Subscribers to the Electronic Bulletin:  If at any time you 
have not received your E-Bulletin by the end of the week 

prior to our normal first Friday of the month meeting night 
(January excepted), please send a brief message to 

editor@anosvic.org.au requesting the issue you missed. 

Conservation Officer - Richard Thomson
     Mob: 0427-046-414    conservation@anosvic.org.au 
Cultural Awards Convenor (Epiphytes) - Doug Lee
     Mob.  0411-889-267     glenvac@alphalink.com.au
Cultural Awards Convenor (Terrestrials) - Keith Stringer
     Mob: 0419- 582-325     strintax@iinet.net.au
Epiphyte Study Group  - Jonathon Harrison 
    Mob:  490-450-974   esg@anosvic.org.au
Help Table - Doug Lee
     Mob. 0411-889-267     glenvac@alphalink.com.au 
Librarian - Andrew Gibbons
    Mob: 0409-535-096     a.s.gibbons@bigpond.com
New Members Co-ordinator - Richard Austin   
     9802-6824     richardaustin610@gmail.com
Plant Sales Bench Co-ordinator - Alex Wild
     9398-2617     alex.wild@optusnet.com.au
Society Sales Table - Stan Harper     
     9511-4211       treasurer@anosvic.org.au 
Spring Show Co-ordinator - Position Vacant   
Terrestrial Cultivation & Seed Propagation Group
     Richard Thomson  
     9850-9867       seed.group@anosvic.org.au
Terrestrial Study Group - Len Carrigan
     9383-4125     tsg@anosvic.org.au
Tuber Bank - Peter Wallace
     9874-1690     tuber.bank@anosvic.org.au
Web Master - Andrew Dilley
     03 5428-8512    info@anosvic.org.au

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES  
Membership Secretary - Stan Harper
PO Box 5392, Pinewood Vic 3149
     9511-4211   membership@anosvic.org.au
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ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS WHO BECOME UNWELL  
Should you fall ill and be temporarily unable to care for your 
orchid collection, you are invited to contact a Committee 
member.  The Committee will then, in consultation with you, 
attempt to find someone who is willing to assist with the care of 
your orchids.
PHYTOCLEAN KITS  To assist in the prevention of the spread 
of Phytophthora cinnamomi (Cinnamon Fungus) between orchid 
sites, the A.N.O.S. Committee has decided to provide members 
with Phytoclean kits, free of charge from the Society’s 
conservation funds, for your personal use.
These kits consist of a hand spray and a 500ml bottle of 
Phytoclean concentrate.  From the concentrate 5 litres of solution 
can be made up.  This can then be used to spray the soles of your 
boots before walking through the bush.  This procedure will be 
most effective if any dirt is cleaned off the boots before spraying.  

If you would like a kit contact Richard Thomson.
 9850-9867   conservation@anosvic.org.au

GENERAL ENQUIRIES  
 Secretary - Susan Whitten     Mob:  0438-517-813.
     Secretary ANOS Vic, PO Box 308, Boronia Vic 3155
     secretary@anosvic.org.au
BULLETIN PRODUCTION
Editor - Helene Wild, 56 Civic Parade, Altona  3018.
      9398-2617     editor@anosvic.org.au 
Printer - Commerce Press, 17 Flight Drive, Tullamarine, 3043
      9338-6488

vvvvvvvvvvvv

DISCLAIMER  A.N.O.S. (Victorian Group) Inc. Executive 
Committee will not take any responsibility for the results of 
action taken on advice or views expressed by any member or 
invited speaker at any meeting or exhibition.  Views and 
opinions expressed by authors of articles within this Bulletin do 
not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of A.N.O.S. 
(Victorian Group) Inc. Executive Committee.  Always seek a 
second opinion and/or professional advice.
DISPLAY BENCH ETIQUETTE  Please remember that 
plants displayed at monthly meetings and shows are private 
property.  If you want a piece of a plant, including keikis, 
flowers, pollen, etc., permission must be obtained from the 
owner and he or she must hand it to you personally.
COPYRIGHT  All articles, images and content of the ANOS 
Vic Bulletin and any other ANOS Vic publication are subject to 
copyright and may not be reproduced in any format or medium 
without the expressed permission of ANOS Vic.  All enquires 
should in the first instance be directed to the Editor of the 
Bulletin.
ELECTRONIC BULLETIN  A trial copy of the ANOS Vic full 
colour E-Bulletin may be requested for assessment.  Send a brief 
message to the Editor at editor@anosvic.org.au 

DIRECTORY
UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, THE POSTAL ADDRESS OF EVERYONE IN THIS DIRECTORY IS: ANOS VIC, PO BOX 308, BORONIA VIC 3155
President - George Byrne-Dimos

9802-4925        president@anosvic.org.au
Vice President 1 - John Varigos  

9509-3429   john.varigos3@bigpond.com
Vice President 2 - John Young

Mob: 0412-327-798      johnyoung3015@yahoo.co.uk

Secretary - Susan Whitten    Mob: 0438-517-813.
 secretary@anosvic.org.au
Treasurer - Stan Harper 

 9511-4211   treasurer@anosvic.org.au 
Immediate Past President Richard Austin 

Mob: 0407-363-086     richardaustin610@gmail.com

Committee  1.  Jonathon Harrison 
Mob:  0490-450-974   jmharrison@iinet.net.au

Committee 2.  Jesse Granger
Mob: 0404-265-384      jessegranger.anos@gmail.com

Committee 3.  Lilanga Balachandra
Mob: 0413-517-727    lilangab@gmail.com

COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE NORMALLY HELD AT MOUNT STREET NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE,
6 MOUNT STREET, GLEN WAVERLEY, AT 7.30PM ON THE WEDNESDAY EVENING FOLLOWING OUR MONTHLY MEETING.   MEMBERS ARE WELCOME.
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WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS - CONSERVATION AND TERRESTRIAL STUDY GROUP ACTIVITIES

Register by e-mail or telephone.  Details required: - registrant’s name, names of others attending, contact telephone number(s), mobile number(s) for activity day, emergency contact telephone 
number(s) in case of injury, etc., e-mail address.  Register at least five days prior to the activity.  Note that leaders often leave early to check locations and may not be contactable.  It is the member's 
responsibility to cancel their registration or contact the activity co-ordinator if they are running late for start time.  If you haven’t registered, you won’t be contacted if changes or cancellations occur.  
Non-registrants risk inconvenience.                     NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME AT ALL SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP ACTIVITIES

EPIPHYTE STUDY GROUP
SUNDAY 3RD NOVEMBER

BARBEQUE 12.00 NOON - MEETING 2.00PM
at the home of

VIMAL & SARATHA ARAVINTHAN
5 McCLELLAND WAY, BURWOOD EAST

This month's focus will be Sarcochilus which should be 
flowering well at this time of this year. 

Members are encouraged to bring plants (especially flowering 
Sarcochilus) that they wish to discuss.
Our ESG gatherings usually begin with an informal inspection 
of our host's growing areas.  It is always informative to see what
others are doing in the shadehouse, and we can learn a lot by 
observation and understanding different cultivation methods.
Please bring a folding chair if you have one, everything you 
need for the barbeque, and a plate of afternoon tea to share.  
You don't have to let us know you are coming, just turn up on the 
day.  We encourage new epiphyte growers to join our group - 
they are always most welcome.

 Jonathon Harrison 
Mob: 0490-450-974       esg@anosvic.org.au

DIURIS FRAGRANTISSIMA
SUNSHINE WORKING BEES

NOVEMBER DATES:
MONDAYS - 11TH & 25TH

AND FRIDAYS - 15TH & 29TH
Loads of weeds to deal with but there should still be plenty of 
flowers to make it all worth while.
As the activity is on railway land some special conditions apply.
If you are interested in joining in, for more dates please contact 

Len Carrigan   
 Mob:  0438-015-383    tsg@anosvic.org.au

TERRESTRIAL CULTIVATION
& SEED PROPAGATION GROUP

SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER FROM 1.00PM
at the home of

MARION & RICHARD THOMSON
2 McGAHY STREET, LOWER TEMPLESTOWE

Melway Map 33, B.9
Activities will include terrestrial seed sowing and replating.

Richard Thomson    Mob: 0427-046-414
    richardthomson2@bigpond.com 

DIURIS BASALTICA & D. FRAGRANTISSIMA
LAVERTON WORKING BEE

TUESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER FROM 8.00AM
Some rain has fallen and the Diuris are up as well as some weeds.
Our main work this month will be removing weeds and enjoying 
flowering of the grassland plants.
As usual the activity will be cancelled if an extreme weather 
event is forecast.  Please contact me if you need some directions 
to the site.  Richard Thomson     Mob: 0427-046-414

richardthomson2@bigpond.com

MEETING SPEAKERS & TOPICS 2019
6th December - Julian Pitcher
 Orchid Video Documentaries

CONSERVATION ACTIVITY CANCELLED
The Holey Plains Search scheduled 

for the 23rd & 24th November has been cancelled.

TERRESTRIAL STUDY GROUP
MELBOURNE’S NORTH-EAST SUBURBS

SATURDAY 16TH NOVEMBER
Locations may include Bend of Islands, Christmas Hills, St. 
Andrews and/or Diamond Creek for late flowering species of 
Caladenia, Caleana major, Calochilus spp., Diuris sulphurea, 
Microtis spp., Pterostylis squamata and Thelymitra spp.  
Meeting Place: 10.00am in the carpark at the Kangaroo Ground 
War Memorial & Tower.  The entrance road is off Eltham-Yarra 
Glen Road with a concealed, sharp left turn up the hill.  Melway 
Map 271, G10. We will travel several kilometres from here along 
narrow windy roads with limited parking depending on 
flowering conditions.  Bring your lunch and drinks to be self-
sufficient for the day. 

Register with Wendy Probert  corybas1955@gmail.com
Mob: 0434-334-724. 

When registering please include your mobile number and your 
emmergency contact for the day.

DIURIS SURVEY 
BUFFALO & WONNANGATTA VALLEY

TUESDAY 26TH, WEDNESDAY 27TH
& THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

We will meet on Tuesday morning, ready to leave at 8.00am, on 
the Buffalo River Road, just off the Great Alpine Road in 
Mytleford.
We expect to be at the Diuris achroma population above Buffalo 
Dam about 10.00am.  This is private property.
We plan to monitor that population, have a late lunch and then 
drive into Wonnangatta Valley where we will camp for two 
nights.  We will then spend one to one and a half days monitoring 
all the valley's population.  Driving out on the Thursday 
afternoon.
The trip will be subject to weather being suitable to be in a remote 
area.
Please be self-contained for a remote area.  A full 4X4 is 
required.  Some of the areas have no mobile reception.
If you wish to camp instead of staying in Myrtleford on the 
Monday night, Manna Gum, on the Buffalo River, is generally 
good and is about 40 to 45 minutes from Myrtleford. An 
alternative meeting place and time will be arranged for you.
Gaiters, hand held communication, reflective vest, and GPS will 
be useful.
Please register for the trip giving your mobile number and your 
emergency contact details.  

For registration and more information - Richard Thomson.
richardthomson2@bigpond.com
while away:  Mob: 0427-046-414

Dendrobium
adae.

Photographed 
by 

John Varigos.
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NEW MEMBERS  The Society has much pleasure in welcoming:  
Mujeeb Afzal - Fawkner, Amanda Ahmed & Adam Miles - Chadstone, 
Mandy, David & Kyle Batey - East Malvern, Marie Bloom - Cungulla 
Qld, Alison Carpenter - Glen Waverley, Nick Chong - Camberwell , 
Neil Freestone -Warragul, Chris Gittens - Fish Creek , Helen, Megan, 
Mark & Clare Haysom - Mt Waverley , Philip Holmes - Eltham, Geoff 
Jackson - Clayton, Adrian Keene - Northcote, Charles Lee - Wulguru 
Qld, Pam Odgers - Foster , Douglas Patience - Caulfield North, Bessie 
Richards - Preston, Sharmini Sherrard - Burwood, Terry & Elena Stiles 
- Somerville, Gerard Timmermans - Kalorama, Colin Turner - Ferntree 
Gully, John & Annie Wong - Glen Waverley, Anni Yu, Zane Sui & Jie 
Peng - Waterways, Jane Yu & Cyndi Liu -Waterways.
Welcome Back To Former Members!  Nathan Raines, Lois Dobson, 
Karen Collard, John & Elly Krens, Dom McKenzie & Ssu-Chun Chua.
CARD PAYMENTS  We now accept card payments.  For information 
required, contact the Treasurer  -  treasurer@anosvic.org.au
ORCHIATA BARK The Committee is contemplating buying a pallet 
of Orchiata Bark for members to purchase.  The cost will be between 
$20 to $22, depending on delivery costs to Vermont South.  The bag 
size is 40 litres and the sizes are: 3-6mm; 6-9mm; 9-12mm; 12-18mm; 
18-25mm.  If you would like to purchase a bag or more, please e-mail 

the Secretary - stating the sizes and secretary@anosvic.org.au 
quantities.  We will be ordering quantities according to the general 
consensus of Members.  NOTE 1: You will have to pick-up.  NOTE 2:  
This is not an official order.  You will be contacted after delivery to 
confirm your order, etc.  Payment can be by cash, cheque, EFT or card.
 EPIPHYTE CULTURAL CERTIFICATES - 6TH SEPTEMBER
ECC 832  Dendrobium gracilicaule - Phil Ritchie
ECC 833  Dendrobium speciosum - Guy Marion
ECC 834  Dendrobium Flute - Gianni Montalto
ECC 835  Den/Dock William Thomas - Godfred Oesch
ECC 836  Den/Dock Australian Freckles - F & G  Byrne-Dimos
Dendrobium tetragonum - Phil Ritchie - recommended for a CC but 
not awarded as it had not been owned long enough.
CULTURAL CERTIFICATES - 4TH OCTOBER
ECC 860  Den/Dock Amythaon - Fran & George Byrne-Dimos
ECC 861  Dockrillia schoenina - Gabor & Julianna Szep
ECC 862  Dendrobium Pink Halo -  Gianni Montalto
Dendrobium gracilicaule - Gianni Montalto - recommended for a CC 
but not awarded as it had not been owned long enough.
TCC 560  Caladenia tentaculata  -  Helen Richards
TCC 561  Pterostylis pedunculata  -  Mike Wicks

COMMUNICATIONS COLUMN

Two  species photographed by George Fernando.
Above:  Sarcochilus falcatus.

Below:  Diuris sulphurea.

TUBER BANK 2019/2020  
The Tuber Bank is a most valuable resource for members of ANOS Vic.  We 
are very grateful for those members who have so generously supplied tubers 
previously.  In addition to their donations, the continued success of the Tuber 
Bank will depend on contributions of tubers from members who have not 
previously been able to participate.  We ask all terrestrial growers to consider 
how you can contribute to the success of the Tuber Bank.  In particular, 
members who have received tubers from the Tuber Bank over several years 
should be able to contribute.
The form for contributions was included with the October Bulletin.  Please 
return your list of potential contributions by Friday 1st November 2019.

TERRESTRIAL STUDY GROUP
GIPPSLAND HIGH COUNTRY
SATURDAY 30TH NOVEMBER
 & SUNDAY 1ST DECEMBER 

The trip will be planned around scoping of seasonal conditions 
and potential locations, including those where there have been 
recent fires.  Activities are likely to be undertaken over two full 
days with most participants expected to travel to 
accommodation or camp at planned areas of activity, or towns 
nearby (such as Buchan, Bairnsdale or Omeo) on the Friday and 
Sunday nights, rather than the option of a long (6 hour) drive to 
and from Melbourne on the Saturday and Sunday. 
Providing reasonable seasonal conditions and sunshine, we 
expect to find spider and other caladenias, sun, beard, and 
several rare species of leek orchids. 
To be kept informed of the scoping and plans please register 
including mobile number and emergency contacts:

Bill Kosky      billkosky@bigpond.com 
Phone: (03) 9699-8283 Mobile: 0427-968-676  

NOT GOOD NEWS - ORCHIDS HIT BY RUST IN OUTER 
NORTH EAST SUBURBS OF MELBOURNE

Chiloglottis, Thelymitra, Diuris, Caleana and Pterostylis have been 
observed with rust.  Pustules may be seen under the leaves.  In some cases 
whole populations have collapsed almost into thin air. 
If you visit these populations hoping to see orchids in flower the rust floats 
onto your clothes and is transferred to the next population that you visit.
Most reported infections are in populations in and between the Plenty 
Valley and the Yarra Valley.
Richard Thomson.  Conservation Co-ordinator.

Activities this month Advance notices

Urgent/important notices Non-ANOS Vic notices
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LAST MEETING REPORT - 4TH OCTOBER 2019
Written and presented by Lalita Simpson

HOW BIOGEOGRAPHY HAS SHAPED 
ORCHID BIODIVERSITY

Orchidaceae comprises exceptional ecological and 
morphological diversity across more than 28,000 species. Orchid 
species are found in every terrestrial habitat except glaciers and 
from every continent except Antarctica. Biogeography, that is the 
distribution of individuals and populations through time and 
space, has influenced the evolution of this spectacular 
biodiversity. While individual plants remain largely static, they 
are able to colonise new environments through the dispersal of 
their pollen and seed.  Thus, species can move dynamically 
around the landscape, colonising new environments and 
becoming locally extinct in others. The distribution of 
populations influences population connectivity and thus the 
likelihood that pollen and seeds will be exchanged. When 
populations are no longer exchanging pollen or seeds they 
become genetically isolated and given sufficient time become 
divergent and eventually become so different they are considered 
distinct species.  Colonisation of new environments that offer 
favourable conditions and new ecological niches can result in an 
increase of species diversification.  In this way biogeography has 
significant implications in shaping biodiversity. 
Recent advances in DNA sequencing methods and tools of 
analysis have provided new insights in the historical 
biogeography of Orchidaceae. This article provides three 
examples of the application of these methods to understand how 
historical biogeography has shaped biodiversity at different 
taxonomic ranks: within the Orchidaceae family, within the most 
diverse orchid genus Bulbophyllum and at the level of species 
with an example from Australia's Dendrobium speciosum 
complex. 
Orchidaceae 
A study by Givnish et al. (2016) has provided a fascinating 
reconstruction of the historical biogeography of the Orchid 
family utilising DNA sequencing, molecular dating and ancestral 
range reconstruction methods. They found that the orchids 
evolved approximately 112 million years ago in Australia at a 
time when Australia and South America remained connected to 
Antarctica during the last stages of the break up of the 
Gondwanan super continent.  The ancestor of the Apostasioideae 
subfamily diverged in the very early evolution of the family, 
approximately 90 million years ago and the Australian ancestral 
range has been largely conserved in the distribution of this 
lineage. Today the Apostasioideae subfamily, commonly 

referred to as the Grass orchids, occupies a predominantly 
Australian distribution with some taxa also found in Asia. The 
biogeographic reconstruction showed there was a range shift to 
South America, overland via Antarctica in the lineage that gave 
rise to the four remaining subfamilies. Since Australia and 
South America finally broke away from Antarctica all 
subsequent dispersal inferred between continents has been via 
long distance dispersal across oceans. Orchids are characterised 
by minute wind dispersed seeds that are capable of dispersing 
long distances and the biogeographic reconstruction inferred an 
incredible 78 long distance dispersal events in evolution of the 
orchid genera that exist today. The evolutionary origins of the 
Vanilloideae sub family, which includes the main agricultural 
species Vanilla planifolia, was traced to South America, with 
dispersal around the globe inferred in this group subsequently. 
The evolutionary origins of the Cypripedioideae, which 
includes the lady slipper orchids, were also reconstructed in 
South America. The ancestral South American distribution has 
been conserved in some lineages and, in others, long distance 
dispersal was inferred to Asia, North America and Eurasia. The 
evolutionary origins of the Orchidoideae subfamily remained 
unclear. This subfamily has a complex biogeography occupying 
a global distribution. The Orchidoideae includes the tribe 
Diurideae, a predominantly Australian group which also 
includes species occurring in Asia, the Pacific and Eurasia. The 
evolutionary origins of the Diurideae was reconstructed in 
Australasia and radiation within this group has mostly taken 
place in Australia. Australia's terrestrial species predominantly 
belong to this group, such as Drakea (the hammer orchids), 
Prasophyllum (the leek orchids), Caladenia (the spider 
orchids), Diuris (the donkey orchids), Calochilus (the beard 
orchids) and Thelymitra (the sun orchids). The evolutionary 
origins of the Epidendroideae was reconstructed to South 
America, with long distance dispersal around the globe inferred 
subsequently. It was within the Epidendroideae that the 
epiphytic habit evolved allowing orchids to exploit new 
environmental niches. The Epidendroideae comprises the most 
diverse subtribe and includes the mega diverse genera 
Bulbophyllum and Dendrobium. 
The study of Givnish et al. found that dispersal into specific 
regions was associated with higher rates of diversification. For 
example, across the family dispersal into Asia was associated 
with increased rates of diversification and within the 
Epidendroideae dispersal into Asia and Australasia was 

associated with increased rates of diversification. The authors 
hypothesised that mountain building taking place in the Andes 
and New Guinea has driven species diversification within these 
regions by isolating populations, facilitating divergence and 
eventually speciation. 
Long distance dispersal has been an important process in the 
evolution of the orchids. Over the 112 million year evolution of 
the orchid family, 78 long distance dispersal events were 
inferred in the evolution of orchid genera. However, the study 
also highlighted the paradox of orchid dispersal, showing that 
over shortened evolutionary time frames long distance dispersal 
is relatively rare, with most seeds falling relatively close to the 
parent plant and only a small proportion dispersing over longer 
distances. Many lineages are characterised by a conserved 
distribution restricted to a specific geographic region and 97% 
of all orchid species are restricted to one continent. 
Bulbophyllum
Bulbophyllum is a mega diverse genus that occupies a largely 
tropical distribution in Afrotropics, Neotropics, Asia, the Pacific 
region and Australasia. With more than 2,000 species names 
recognised, the genus comprises the second largest genus of 
flowering plants. Due to the complex morphological diversity 
developing a robust classification has been challenging and the 
group has had a complicated taxonomic history. Studies based 
on DNA sequencing, molecular dating and ancestral range 
reconstructions have shown that Bulbophyllum evolved 
approximately 32 million years ago in the Asia-Pacific region 
and identified distinct biogeographic lineages from Continental 
Africa, Madagascar, the Neotropics and Asia.  (Hu, 2018; 
Gamisch and Comes, 2019)
Recent research carried out by the Australian Tropical 
Herbarium and the Centre for Australian National Biodiversity 
Research has shown that the Bulbophyllum species in Australia 
have several independent evolutionary origins. The 
predominantly Australian section Adelopetalum (Fitzg.) J.J. 
Verm. and Australasian species from section Minutissima Pfitz. 
were found to make up an early diverging Australasian lineage 
within Bulbophyllum. Australian species from sections 
Brachystachyae, Cirrhopetalum, Ephippium, Fruticicola, 
Hoplandra, Monanthaparva, Oxysepala, Papulipetalum, 
Polyblepharon and Stenochilus are derived from multiple 
independent dispersals from the predominantly Asian 
Bulbophyllum lineage. Within the Adelopetalum/Minutissima 
Australasian lineage evolution was found to have taken place 
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mainly on the Australian continent during the Miocene. During 
this time the Australian continent was becoming more arid and 
the rainforest habitats that once covered the continent were 
becoming more fragmented, while a variety of drier forest types 
were diversifying (Martin, 2006). The fragmentation and 
diversification of Australia's rainforest throughout the Miocene 
is likely to have facilitated divergence within the 
Adelopetalum/Minutissima Australasian lineage. Several long 
distance dispersal events were inferred from the Australian 
continent across the Coral and Tasman seas to Lord Howe and 
Norfolk Islands, New Caledonia and New Zealand. The pattern 
of eastward dispersal is consistent with dispersal patterns found 
within other genera such as Abrotanella, Dendrobium, 
Dracophyllum, Hebe, Korthalsella, Leucopogon, Nothofagus, 
Oreobolus, Rytidosperma and is likely facilitated by the westerly 
winds that circulate in the southern hemisphere, initiated after the 
drifting of Australia and South America from Antarctica during 
the Eocene.
Dendrobium speciosum complex
The Dendrobium speciosum complex occupies a distribution 
along 2,500km of Australia's east coast, extending from tropical 
Cape Melville in northern Queensland to temperate Genoa in 
Victoria. Within the complex various researchers have identified 
morphological groups that are associated with geographic 
regions, however intermediate morphological forms have also 
been identified. Due to the complex morphological patterns 
found across the distribution the group has had a complex 
taxonomic history with authors recognising between one species 
comprised of a number of intraspecific groups (subspecies and 
varieties) and eleven distinct species. 
Research carried out by the Australian Tropical Herbarium and 
the Centre for Australian National Biodiversity Research based 
on DNA data samples from 89 individuals from across the 
distribution of the D. speciosum complex identified two main 
lineages within the complex (Simpson et al., 2018). The first 
lineage represented a northern lineage, while the second lineage 
represented a southern lineage and these two lineages were 
separated by a known biogeographic barrier, the St. Lawrence 
Gap. Today the D. speciosum complex occupies a more or less 
continuous distribution along Australia's east coast. However, 
reconstruction of the distribution during the arid climate of the 
last glacial period, approximately 12,000 years ago, showed a 
more fragmented distribution. The reconstruction of the 
distribution during the last glacial period showed suitable habitat 
along the northern Australian east coast and the southern 
Australian east coast was separated by a large band of unsuitable 
habitat corresponding to the St. Lawrence Gap. From these 

results it was inferred that the isolation of the northern and 
southern populations during restrictive climates such as the 
glacial period has resulted in genetic isolation, facilitating 
genetic divergence between the northern and southern 
populations, resulting in genetically distinct northern and 
southern lineages within the D. speciosum complex. The 
research also found evidence of genetic admixture within 
individuals occurring close to the St Lawrence Gap. These 
results suggest that as the distribution expanded during 
favourable climates toward a more continuous distribution, such 
as what we see today, the northern and southern population came 
into contact again and gene flow via pollen and seeds has 
resulted in genetic admixture from both the northern and 
southern lineages within some individuals.
Considering the evidence of gene flow between the northern and 
southern lineages, a taxonomic classification of one species 
comprised of two subspecies was determined to be most 
appropriate. The results largely supported the taxonomic 
classification by Adams (2011), which recognised one species 
comprised of a northern and southern subspecies. However, the 
results did not support the geographic limit of the described 
northern and southern subspecies at the Burdekin Gap. The 
results from the recent study showed that the geographic limit of 
the northern and southern lineages is the St. Lawrence Gap. The 
central Queensland populations around the Mackay region, D. 
speciosum var. curvicaule or Thelychiton spectabilis, that were 
included in Adams southern subspecies, were shown to be more 
closely related to the northern subspecies. To better reflect 
evolutionary relationships the Mackay populations should be 
circumscribed within the northern subspecies. Individuals from 
the geographic regions along the east coast did cluster together 
in the phylogenetic analysis, however these groups were not 
statistically supported and not exclusive, that is sometimes 
individuals clustered with others from a different geographic 
region. Based on these results a variety rank was considered 
most appropriate for these groups. 
A bit about taxonomic nomenclature 
Taxonomy should reflect 'natural groups' or lineages. 
Taxonomic nomenclature is a hypothesis of relationships and as 
we develop a better understanding of evolutionary relationships 
there are often changes in the taxonomic nomenclature to better 
reflect evolutionary relationships. Changes to taxonomic names 
can be frustrating and sometimes, in especially complex groups, 
the process can be convoluted. However, testing different 
taxonomic hypotheses with new methods and increased 
sampling is an essential process in the scientific endeavour 
toward meaningful classifications. 
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FROM THE ABERDEEN EVENING EXPRESS
At the height of the gale, the harbour-master radioed a 
coast guard and asked him to estimate the wind speed. 

He replied he was sorry, but he didn't have a gauge. 
However, if it was any help, the wind had just blown his 

Land Rover off the cliff.
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ON THE BENCH - TERRESTRIALS - 4TH OCTOBER 2019
Commentator:  Richard Thomson     Recorder: Helen Richards    Photographers:  As credited

SPECIES  Caladenia atrovespa, tentaculata, Chiloglottis trapeziformis, trapeziformis (green), truncata, Cyrtostylis reniformis, Diuris alba, sp. aff. alba, amplissima, chryseopsis, orientis, 
orientis (yellow), sulphurea, Leptoceras menziesii, menziesii (green tips), Lyperanthus suaveolens, Microtis brownii, oblonga, parviflora, unifolia,  Oligochaetochilus psammophila, 

Petalochious fuscatus, Pterostylis pedunculata, Thelymitra sp. ‘Knox’. 
HYBRIDS  Chiloglottis X pescottiana, Diuris X nebulosa, sulphurea x orientis, Pterostylis X ingens, Thelymitra Kay Nesbitt,  X macmillanii.

Left: Microtis brownii 
grown by

Claire McNabb.
Photo:   Jürg von Känel.

Richard spoke first on the 
many well grown Microtis 
species on display, brought 
in by Claire McNabb.
 We were invited to take a 
closer look to see their small 
flowers, ranging from green 
to yellowish, facilitated by 
Claire who had thoughtfully 
brought in a magnifying 
glass so that you could study 
the flowers and see the 
differences. 

Colin Turner (KES)
benched Thelymitra

 X macmillanii
with photo by

 Jürg von Känel.
T h e l y m i t r a  s p e c i e s  
generally only open their 
flowers in good light, but 
one was open this evening. 
Richard wondered if hair 
s p r a y  w a s  u s e d ? ? ?  
Somet imes  the  o lder  
flowers or hybrids stay open 
longer. 
Many colours can be 
obtained by hybridising 
blues with yellows.  You 
can then separate out the 
plants with better coloured 
flowers and grow them on 
for a lovely display as they 
multiply.

Diuris amplissima belonging to Helen Richards.
Photograph by John Varigos.

Diuris alba and D. sp. aff. alba were displayed and their colours 
were quite different; although that does not distinguish a 
species. Richard suggested that we look closer for further 
differences.  The D. sp. aff. alba will be formally named and 
described by a taxonomic botanist at some time. 
There were many other Diuris plants on display with colours of 
yellows and browns. A very tall and robust D. sulphurea, and. D. 
amplissima was displayed - it has striking colours, much darker, 
suffused yellow, red, brown. It is now in the Tuber Bank.
Colin Turner had benched a very well flowered pot of D. 
orientis. He later told me that he had potted it on last year 
without disturbing the long, joined tubers by carefully lifting the 
tuber mass out of the old pot and gently placing into a bigger pot 
on top of the prepared mix.  The resultant flowering was very 
good as a result of the tubers not having been broken up. 
Chiloglottis trapeziformis was displayed, a lush pot of the usual 
colour form from Irene Ritchie with Colin Turner's all green 
form which had come several years ago from Jeanne Dunn's 
property at Briagalong.  Both forms are available from the 
Tuber Bank. 
Mike Wicks had benched a large pot bursting with flowering 
plants of Pterostylis pedunculata. 

Caladenia atrovespa displayed by Mike Pieloor.
Photograph by John Varigos.

Mike Pieloor, member from Canberra was with us again. 
You will remember the very interesting program he gave in 
June which included the very protracted process he went 
through to rescue some orchids in Canberra. He had brought 
down some pots of those rescued Caladenia atrovespa to 
share with growers in Victoria, one of which was benched, 
complete with tiny seedlings. Richard asked Mike to 
describe the process of germinating seed around parent 
plants; so challenging but worthwhile with non-multiplying 
Caladenia species.  Mike’s article and photos follow.

Richard asked me about the flowering of my Leptoceras 
menziesii and I gave a detailed description of the process 
involved.  I store the dormant tubers with banana skins for 
three weeks before repotting.  Other members who have had 
good flowering with this species said they do the same.  I 
shall do a separate article for inclusion in the December 
Bulletin so that it is fresh in your minds when you repot or 
receive your tubers from the Tuber Bank ... which you can 
then, if you wish, banana skin treat before you pot them up. 
Jamin Walker  benched a well grown Cyrtostylis reniformis, 
common name Gnat Orchid, a species that is easy to grow 
and flower and available from the Tuber Bank.  An ideal 
orchid for beginners.
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There is something really exciting about 
seeing orchids you have sown germinate and 
flower.  And this is much easier than you 
would think.  I really wish I had been doing 
this for years.  Anyone who grows orchids 
can do it.  All you need is a little patience.
1.  Choose your plants - where possible, 
choose plants that are not clones. Crossing 
between unrelated plants creates potentially 
stronger plants.  Avoid waiting until the 
flowers are almost finished as some species 
will lose their receptiveness to pollination or 
may even self-pollinate.  I pollinate about 
one week after flowering.
2.  Transfer pollinia - use a toothpick to 
gently remove the pollinia from one flower 
and transfer it to the stigma of another.  I lick 
the end of the toothpick to help the pollinia 
stick.  If you are not sure which part is which, 
have a look online at some species-specific 
diagrams, or ask a friend.  I transfer the other 
plant's pollinia back to the original plant.  I 
avoid pollinating more than two flowers per 
plant, as more pods can exhaust the parent.
3.  Label the pot - remind yourself which pots 
you have agreed to do this with.
4.  Monitor the capsule - over the next few 
weeks the flower will wilt, and the capsule 
will mature.  Keep an eye on it.  They can 
mature faster in warmer weather. Four to six 
weeks seems average for the species I have 
pollinated, but it takes longer in winter.
5.  Pick the capsule - best done prior to 
splitting, so the precious seed is not lost.  I 
tend to pick when the capsule is still green, 
but it looks almost like the empty capsule you 
see in the wild: the sides are no longer flat and 
there are distinct ridges around the swollen 
fruit.  If you think you have picked it too 
early, place the cut stem into some water (in a 
little vase by a sunny window) and wait 
another few days. The capsule will split 
before it turns brown, so monitor it daily.  I 
occasionally give the capsule a very gentle 

squeeze to see if it will open.
6.  Dry the capsule - the hardest part of this is making sure the container 
is appropriate. Paper triangles you have already labelled work well.  I 
also use small plastic vials.  Also labelled. Place the (hopefully) still 
green capsule upside down into your container. If using plastic, do not 
cover or it may get a fungal infection that kills your seed.  Place the 
container somewhere out of the way to dry.
7.  Harvest the seed - gently shake the dried out capsule by the stem, 
with the capsule still inside your container. The seed should fall from 
the split sides of the capsule. I use a small kitchen utensil to gently 
remove as much as possible from the dried capsule.  Remove any dried 
bits of capsule which can lead to subsequent fungal contamination.
8.  Donate or store the seed - if keeping, place the seed in the 
refrigerator.  If we sow the seed straight away, it may desiccate over 
summer.  Check you have labelled each packet or container.  Use a 
sealed container so the seed is not drying in the fridge air.
9.  Be patient - wait until autumn to sow your seed.  There is greater 
chance of germination and survival in the cooler moist weather.
10.  Prepare the parent pot for sowing - ensure you have an open mulch 
on top of your pot. Casuarina needles work well, but I find light coarse 
gravel also helps.  The idea is to create a moist but airy area for the 
seedlings to grow.  You will also need to commit to not repotting your 
parent pot for at least two years. The seedlings will be too fragile to 
repot in their first 18 months. Label the pot as a seedling pot.  I place a 
different coloured label in the pot to remind me not to repot or weed it.
11.  Sow the seed - take your seed out of the fridge.  Mix the seed with a 
small amount of builder's sand.  This will help spread the seed and avoid 
a lump of seedlings in one spot.  Gently sprinkle seed around the plant 
and pot.  Les Nesbitt successfully uses an old sugar or salt shaker for 

HOW TO GET MORE ORCHIDS IN YOUR POTS?
 Mike Pieloor

this. The fungus is generally located close to the parent plant, so you may not 
get germination at the edges of the pot.  If you can, use multiple pots.
12.  Water and monitor - treat the plant and pot as you would normally.  
Seedlings will become visible in early spring.  They will look like tiny grass, 
so avoid weeding.  As the weather warms up, you may have to water the top 
a little more often to ensure the seedlings do not dry out.  I have had some 
species germinate in the second year after sowing, so be patient.  You can 
end up with one seedling, or 100.
13.  Store and water over summer - the baby orchids will produce a small 
tuber at the end of the growing season.  Because of their size, this will be 
near the top of the pot.  To prevent the tubers from drying out in the hot 
weather, store the dormant pot somewhere cool.  Water the top lightly at 
least every two to three weeks.  If you are worried about overwatering, then 
use a spray bottle and give it a few squirts every week.
14.  Grow your plants on - if you have been successful, the seedlings will 
emerge again next year.  But, they are often later than the parent plant, so do 
not worry if you don't see anything for a while.
15.  Divide and share - when the seedlings are large enough (after at least 
two years) you can repot.  Try and do this when the plants are actively 
growing, so you can transfer the fungus as well.  This way, you will also not 
miss any small tubers.
There is excellent detail on pollination and seed collection on the Australian 
orchid Foundation website:
https://www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au/seed-and-protocorm-bank/
Please consider pollinating your orchids!  Either to build your own 
collection or to donate the seed to the Australian Orchid Foundation Seed 
Bank for others to grow.  Australian orchid species are being grown all over 
the world because of the generous donations of people who pollinated their 
plants.

Orchid seed.

Pollinia on the end
of a toothpick.

A light, coarse gravel mulch
and an emerging seedling.

Newly emerging seedlings look like 
grass, so do not weed.
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ON THE BENCH EPIPHYTES - 4TH OCTOBER 2019
Commentator:  Phil Ritchie    Recorders:   Clare Presser & Helene Wild     Photographers:  As credited

SPECIES  Dendrobium fleckeri, gracilicaule, kingianum,  linguiforme, striolatum, tetragonum var. tetragonum, Dockrillia pugioniformis, schoeninum, striolata, Plectorrhiza tridentata, 
Sarcochilus falcatus, weinthalii. 

HYBRIDS  Dendrobium X delicatum, moorei x kingianum, Pink Halo, Den/Dock Amythaon, Duffy, Grumpy Ladies, Tweetie x striolata, Plectochlus Kilgra, 
Sarcochilus Moonlight, Western’s Surprise.

Dendrobium linguiforme benched by Phil Ritchie.
Photograph is by  Jürg von Känel.

Some years ago ANOS Vic member, Jeanne Dunn, mounted a 
few plants onto bone as an experiment. Phil Ritchie copied 
Jeanne’s idea and brought in a Dendrobium linguiforme that he 
had mounted onto a large skull.  (My guess is it is some sort of 
cattle skull.) 
In addition to the fact that the orchid looked healthy and was 
growing very well, its unusual mount attracted a great deal of 
attention and comments from other growers. 

Phil was pleased to see a very good benching of epiphytes.
Recently Professor Anne Laurie (an lady who has researched 
mycorrhizal fungi in orchids) gave Phil a huge unnamed 
Dendrobium that he thinks is probably D. X delicatum.  Phil 
divided the plant into several large pieces and they were 
distributed amongst members attending a meeting for the first 
time,  There was one piece left over and was eagerly accepted by 
a special effort winner.

Dendrobium kingianum ‘Dave’s Yellow’ was also benched 
by Phil Ritchie.  This photograph is by John Varigos.

Dendrobium kingianum would have to be one of the easiest and 
most rewarding of our native dendrobiums in cultivation. It is a 
hardy species that grows almost exclusively as a lithophyte.  In 
the wild, the normal flower colour is pink, thus its common name 
of Pink Rock Orchid, but pure white and almost red forms are not 
uncommon.  Throughout its natural range (Hunter River in New 
South Wales to Rockhampton in Queensland), the length of its 
pseudobulbs varies considerably - from very short and stubby to 
long and thin and everything in between.  Flower quality is also 
variable and there are some exceptional wild forms; plus there 
are many highly desirable line bred kingies on the market.  Phil 
benched D. kingianum ‘Highclere’ and D. kingianum ‘Dave’s 
Yellow’ (an unusual colour for a kingi).
D. kingianum can be attached to the branches of trees or on rocks 
in the garden, in pots of a well draining mix, or on a mount.  
However, you must understand that mounted plants will need to 
be watered more frequently than potted plants.  Plants should not 
be planted directly into soil.  Having said that, my mother often 
took a handful of mature D. kingianum and/or D. X delicatum 
keikis and shoved them into the soil pockets in her rockery and in 
various spots around her garden beds.  Surprisingly, they grew!  
Why not give Mum’s method a try - but only if you have a lot of 
keikis to spare .... and don’t try with your best clones!

Dendrobium fleckeri was  benched by Sylvia Kappl.  
John Varigos took the photograph.

This species is commonly called the Apricot Cane Orchid and it 
is endemic to Far North Queensland where it is found on the 
south-eastern part of Cape York Peninsula between the Johnston 
and Annan Rivers.  It grows as an epiphyte or a lithophyte in 
rainforests between 800 and 1500 metres elevation.  In these 
situations,  mists, dews, fogs and low clouds are common.
References indicate the smaller form, with spindle shaped 
pseudobulbs, is found growing lithophytically on exposed rock 
while the larger, more robust, form is found in deep shade.
D. fleckeri is not an easy species to grow and some examples are 
more floriferous than others.  
It is always difficult to provide hard and fast rules for cultivating 
our native epiphytic orchids because much depends on the 
conditions in your growing area and the current weather 
conditions.  However, D. fleckeri appreciates excellent air 
movement combined with humidity throughout the year.  
Additional fogging on very warm summer days would be 
beneficial to your plant’s well-being.
Pot into an open, well draining mix, and allow the substrate to 
almost dry out between waterings.  Keep plants moist 
throughout the growing season and the warmer months, 
gradually decreasing frequency as the weather cools.  The mix 
should be kept a little drier in winter.
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PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE. 
 Would growers please clearly print the name of their orchid on the 

benching slip.  
Please don’t scribble “C” or “D” whatever.  

Print the full (or abbreviated name) so your Editor doesn’t waste time 
trying to determine the genus.      Caladenia (Cal.), Chiloglottis (Chil.), 

Cryptostylis (Cryp.), etc., listed as “C”;
and Dendrobium (Den),  Dockrillia (Dock).

Dendrobium and Den/Dock hybrids, listed as “D”, 
are exceptionally frustratingly and irritating!  

Sylvia Kappl’s Sarcochilus weinthalii
was photographed by  Jürg von Känel.

Sarcochilus weinthalii is a species that is 
infrequently shown on our display 
benches.  A very pretty, but rare, species 
with unusually blotched flowers.
In the wild, S. weinthalii is a small epiphyte 
that grows in forest and scrub in hilly 
country from the Richmond River in north-
east New South Wales to the Bunya 
Mountains near Gympie in Queensland.  
Plants produce pendulous racemes of three 
to twelve cream to greenish flowers with 
purple to reddish blotches
Sylvia Kappl deflasked four plants and 
mounted two on cork and two on pine.  The 
plant on the cork mount is winning (and 
flowering).  Sylvia hangs her plant high in 
winter and then moves it to a lower 
position in summer.  
Sylvia takes exceptional care with her 
cultivation and grows her plants very well.  
I am looking forward to seeing this S. 
weinthalii again next year.

Phil Ritchie’s Plectorrhiza tridentata 
(Tangle Orchid) that was photographed 

by John Varigos.  
A small species presented on a mount.  
This is a twig epiphyte that attaches to its 
host by few roots; but it has many more 
coarse, tangled roots that dangle in space.  
Plants may carry up to 15 small green or 
brown star-shaped flowers with a white 
labellum ... and with a pleasant perfume.
Easy to grow in a Melbourne shadehouse 
when provided with the usual light, 
excellent air movement and humidity.  

There was a good benching of 
Dockrillia species and Den/Dock 
hybrids.  
Needless to say, George Byrne-
Dimos waxed lyrical about these 
plants that are his orchid passion.  
Generally, teretes are easy to grow 
and flower.  George grows this type 
of orchid under shadecloth and repots 
only when absolutely necessary.  He 
told us that every time he repots one 
of his teretes it doesn’t flower the 
following year.
He fertilises his plants four times a 
year.

Above & Left: Dockrillia schoenina benched by
Gabor & Julianna Szep.

Below:  Den/Dock Amythaon ‘Granny Smith belonging to 
George & Fran Byrne-Dimos.  Photographs by John Varigos.

There were several Dendrobium striolatum / Dockrillia striolata 
benched that were equally well grown.  
Taxonomy is a tricky subject that hobby growers often find 
confusing.  So, especially for the benefit of newcomers, some of 
our epiphyte growers insist on calling their terete-leafed species 
and hybrids by the “old accepted name” Dendrobium striolatum 
while others prefer to call the terete-leafed species Dockrillia and 
their hybrids Den/Dock (not accepted at this stage) because they 
look markedly different from the other dendrobiums. 
The Epiphyte Study Group discussed D. striolatum - see report on 
page 13 of this issue.
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SPRING SHOW 2019
Congratulations and a very big thank you to everyone who donated time and effort to help out over our Spring 
Show weekend.   
Every year is the same - as our major event draws closer our growers begin fretting about what flowering plants 
they could possibly provide for our display.  Over the years, we have had early and late seasons but, somehow, 
you always manage to fill the hall with lovely flowers ..... and glorious perfume!
At 9.00am sharp on Saturday morning, the front doors opened and eager buyers rushed to the Plant Sales room to 
spend, spend, spend.  Needless to say, by the end of the weekend, the majority of plants offered for sale had found 
new homes.  Thank you to everyone who worked tirelessly in that area, and every member who provided sales 
plants, including our regular commercial participants who again supported our Society and helped satisfy 
customer needs.  The guys from Castle Creek, Steve Stebbings from Orchids on Newbold and Peter Miller from 
The Hanging Garden.  
So, once again, ANOS Vic members staged a magnificent Spring Show that was very well attended and much 
appreciated by our many visitors.  I believe there were approximately 800 paying guests through the door, so the 
Mt. Waverley Community Centre was absolutely buzzing and all sales areas registered an increase on last year’s 
takings.  Sunday morning is traditionally “quiet”, but attendance again picked up as the day progressed.

The terrestrial benches.  

Some of the longer, leggier terete species and hybrids
 were displayed on this “Hills Hoist” type stand. 

A small section of the Plant Sales room 
before the doors opened on Saturday morning.   

There was a hiccough re the 
photography display.  Did our 
regular entrants miss the 
advertisement .... or did they 
forget to enter? Photography 
was included in the usual pre-
show instructions; but I will 
make a greater effort to ensure 
this section is more prominently 
advertised next year.  
The art stands had been booked 
and were in position ready for 
your beautiful photographs of 
native orchids in the field.  
Kyrill Harding arrived with a 
few photos.  When it became 
obvious that nobody else was 
entering photographs, Kyrill 
went home and returned with a 
lot more mounted photos - so 
this year’s photography really 
should have been called The 
Kyrill Harding Photography 
Exhibition.  We are enormously 
grateful to Kyrill for his 
enthusiasm and we reckon he 
thoroughly deserved the David 
Piko Prize for Best Photograph 
of a Native Orchid in the Field.  
The winning image was chosen 
by public vote.

There are always a great many volunteers to thank following our Show 
weekend.  We are grateful to those people who welcomed visitors as they 
came through the door, those who talked about our native orchids in the 
main hall, and the teams of scutinisers who assessed plants for Cultural 
Certificates.  In other areas, there were members who explained Society 
activities or gave talks and demonstrations.  In the foyer, there were people 
who sold merchandise and promoted membership.  Our kitchen staff 
served Devonshire teas all weekend and looked after the inner needs of 
those members who had committed for a full day or all weekend.

A Gold Medal must be awarded to our Treasurer, Stan Harper, who battled on for two 
days, even though he was still not fully recovered following his confrontation with a 
persistent lurgy  .... and accolades to our Show Co-ordinators, George Byrne-Dimos 
and Susan Whitten and the Show Committee who had already put in a huge effort prior 
to the weekend.  
Taking into account the number of paying customers through the door, our promotions 
team and our members had done a superb job spreading the word.  
The ANOS Vic Spring Show was an outstanding success - we did ourselves proud!

Alex Wild took the photographs on this page.
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 CULTURAL CERTIFICATES - SPRING SHOW 2019
ECC 837  Dockrillia nugentii - Phil Ritchie
ECC 838  Dockrillia pugioniformis - Peter & Margaret Miller

ECC 839  Dendrobium lichenastrum - Godfred Oesch 
Awarded the BILL MURDOCH PRIZE for best culture of an epiphytic species.
ECC 840  Dendrobium gracilicaule - Peter & Margaret Miller
ECC 841  Dendrobium speciosum 'IV' - Peter & Margaret Miller 
ECC 842  Dendrobium kingianum - Alan Rogers 
ECC 843  Den/Dock Grumpy Ladies - Fran & George Byrne-Dimos 

ECC 844  Den/Dock Rosemary Jupp x Julie Skillicorn - 
Fran & George  Byrne-Dimos

Awarded the GERALD McCRAITH PRIZE 
for best culture of an epiphytic hybrid.

ECC 845  Dendrobium tetragonum var. tetragonum 'Comboyne' - Phil Ritchie
ECC 846  Sarcochilus falcatus -  Fran & George Byrne-Dimos 
ECC 847  Bulbophyllum shepherdii  - Stan Hill
ECC 848  Dendrobium tetragonum var. melaleucaphilum - Alan Rogers
ECC 849  Sarcochilus falcatus - Jesse Granger
ECC 850  Sarcochilus falcatus - Vimal Aravinthan 
ECC 851  Sarcochilus Melba - Godfred Oesch 
ECC 852  Dockrillia teretifolia 'Franz' - Fran & George Byrne-Dimos
ECC 853  Dockrillia dolichophylla 'KWR' - Fran & George Byrne-Dimos
ECC 854  Den/Dock Kalon Byrne-Dimos 'Ruffled Lip' - Fran & George Byrne-Dimos
ECC 855  Den/Dock Samuel Noah 'Painted Lip' - Fran & George Byrne-Dimos
ECC 856  Dendrobium speciosum 'KWR' - Daryl Williams
ECC 857  Dendrobium Peewee x Gulginni - Geoff McCully
ECC 858  Dendrobium Bardo Rose - Geoff McCully
ECC 859  Dendrobium Henk Vandenberg - Geoff McCully
Sarcochilus aequalis - Sylvia Kappl and Dendrobium gracilicaule -Alex Wild
were recommended for a CC but not awarded because they were awarded last year.
Dendrobium gracilicaule - Gianni Montalto and Sarcochilus aequalis - Doug Lee
were recommended for a CC but not awarded because they had not been owned
long enough.
TCC 554  Leptoceras menziesii (green tips)  - Helen Richards
TCC 555  Lyperanthus sauveolens   - Helen Richards 
TCC 556  Oligochaetochilus psammophila - Helen Richards
TCC 557  Diplodium (Pterostylis) taurus - Helen Richards

The PHIL MIMS PRIZE for best culture of a terrestrial species 
was won by

 Helen Richards for her Caladenia latifolia (white form).
 (Not awarded a Cultural Certificate as it was awarded last year)

TCC 558  Chiloglottis pescottiana  - Knox Environment Society
Awarded the HELEN RICHARDS PRIZE for best cultivated terrestrial hybrid.
TCC 559  Diuris orientis - Knox Environment Society
All other nominations were ineligible due to previous awards.

The DAVID PIKO PRIZE for best photograph of a native orchid 
taken in the field was won by Kyrill Harding.

Left:  The BILL MURDOCH PRIZE
for Best Cultivated Epiphytic or Lithophytic Species

was won by GODFRED OESCH for his
 Dendrobium lichenastrum.

Photo:  Alex Wild.

Left:
 The

 PHIL MIMS PRIZE 
for Best Cultivated 
Terrestrial Species

 was won by
 HELEN 

RICHARDS
 for her 

Caladenia latifolia 
(white).
Photo:  

Jürg von Känel.

Left:  The GERALD McCRAITH PRIZE
for Best Culture of an Epiphytic or Lithophytic Hybrid
was won by FRAN & GEORGE BYRNE-DIMOS for

Den/Dock Rosemary Jupp x Julie Skillicorn. 
Photo:  Alex Wild.

Above:  The HELEN RICHARDS PRIZE
for Best Cultivated Terrestrial Hybrid was won by the

KNOX ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY
for Chiloglottis X pescottiana.

Photo:  Jürg von Känel.
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THE EPIPHYTE STUDY GROUP DISCUSSES DENDROBIUM (DOCKRILLIA) STRIOLATA
John Young

The October ESG meeting was held at the home of George and 
Fran Byrne-Dimos, with about 20 people attending on a warm 
afternoon.  A special welcome to two new attendees at the study 
group, Alison Carpenter and Mujeeb Afzal.  We hope that you 
attend many more. 
The day's subject was Dendrobium (Dockrillia) striolata, an apt 
choice as this is the peak flowering season for this species.  
Jonathan Harrison brought a number of examples from different 
regions and other members brought in their own examples.  Of 
course, George had a goodly supply of many of the examples under 
discussion. 
D. striolata is generally a lithophyte in the wild.  It grows best on 
bare granite slopes close to water, where it forms large mats.  In 
Victoria there are splendid examples to be found near Genoa and 
around Mallacoota in the far east.  The species grows along the 
east coast from as far south as north-east Tasmania to mid New 
South Wales.  Specifically, D. striolata ssp. chrysantha is found 
along the Tasmanian east coast (sea level to 50 metres elevation), 
particularly Bicheno. 
D. striolata ssp. striolata has the most extensive distribution.  It is 
found in the Bass Strait Islands, Victoria's far east and north into 
New South Wales and the Blue Mountains.
D. banksii (Watagans form) is found from the Watagans 
Mountains, south to the Blue Mountains, and inland to Rylstone in 
New South Wales.  D. banksii can form natural hybrids with D. 
pungioniforme.
As mentioned earlier, D striolata is a lithophyte and George had a 
number of examples growing very well on slabs of granite.  
However, it does well in pot culture provided there is plenty of air 
reaching the roots.  A very open mix and slotted pots appear to be 
ideal.  A variety of mounts (cork and treefern) can also be tried.  
Depending on the variety or subspecies. the flowers are yellow to 
green with red / brown striations on the petals.  The labellum is 
white and frilled.  Again, depending on the subspecies. the 
labellum can be narrow or wide.  It can grow in full sun, as it does 
in many a location in the wild.  In that case, the leaves tend to be 
red and the flowers appear more orange.  
As part of the discussion, Doug Lee brought up the subject of 'alba' 
forms of D. striolata.   In a true alba form, there should be no 
striations on any of the petals.  However, many crosses, that claim 
to be between two alba forms, show striations in subsequent 
generations.  This suggests that the parents were merely pale 
forms, rather than true albas.
Thanks to George and Fran for hosting the meeting and don't forget 
the next meeting in November.  Details will be in your Bulletin.

Above:
Our host, George 

Byrne-Dimos 
demonstrating 

how to establish a 
plant on a slab of 

granite.

Right:
George

showing a
plant that he 
is growing

 in a slotted pot 
and a very
open mix.

Above: D. banksii (Watagans form). Below: Two flowers.
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We had to cancel the scheduled Rosedale Longford Road stop 
because, although there was plenty of Microtis, Diuris and 
Thelymitra leaves and buds there were no blooms.  Marc 
Freestone has sent out a special request to all interested groups to 
record the native orchid patterns along the road. We hope to be 
able to notify ANOS when the orchids start to bloom.
Andrew Dilley spoke about iNaturalist.  He is a keen user.  He 
also explored how useful it might be for us and about the varying 
degrees of security.  More in a future ANOS newsletter.
Sixteen keen enthusiasts travelled the varied sites of Holey 
Plains. As the day progressed we found more orchids and 
different varieties. 
One highlight was the Caladenia fascata numbers in the Quarry; 
and another highlight was the social evening at the Rosedale 
Tavern.
Callignee State Forest (CSF), 22nd September 2019.   A smaller 
keener group travelled to Callignee State Forest where there were 
more leaves and the animals had left us some flowers.
We had to work hard to steer our group to the Chiloglottis X 
prescottiana whose numbers had increased over last year.
A special thank you to Robyn and Ray Ford for all their 
background and foreground work.

HOLEY PLAINS & CALLIGNEE STATE FOREST - 21ST & 22ND SEPTEMBER
Julie Chapman

Orchids found. HP = Holey Plains, 21st September 2019. 
CSF = Callignee State Forest 22nd September 2019.

SPECIES   HP CSF
Caladenia carnea   Y
Caladenia fuscata  Y Y
Pterostylis melagramma  Y Y
Caladenia catenata  Y Y
Acianthus caudatus  Y Y
Glossodia major   Y Y
Pterostylis concinna  Y Y
Pterostylis nutans   Y
Pterostylis nana   Y
Cyrtostylis robusta  Y
Caladenia parva   Y
Pterostylis curta    Y
Chiloglottis trapeziformis   Y
Chiloglottis valida   Y
Pterostylis pedunculata  Y Y
Chiloglottis X pescottiana   Y
? Caladenia clarkiae   Y
Pyrorchis nigricans  Bud Bud
Leptoceras menziesii  Bud Bud

The group enjoying their lunchtime break.  Photograph by Ray Ford.

Caladenia carnea.

Above:  Caladenia fuscata.
Below:  Chiloglottis X pescottiana.

Caladenia parva.


